





The Descent of the Spirit
By J. Kenneth Grider*

Esus ascended; after forty days in the resur-

rected state, He went with His apostles to Mt..

Olivet (Acts 1:12; also Luke 24), and “was re-
ceived up into heaven . ..” (Mark 16:19).

Contrary to what is sometimes supposed, the
disciples were not a discouraged lot. Their Friend
and Master had been taken from them, but their
hearts had been prepared for His departure (John
14:1-3). They consequently worshiped Him, and
walked back into the city “with great joy” (Luke
24:52).

There seems to have been a spirit of expec-
tancy among them. One of the number, possibly
John, must have reassured the group by reference
to these words of their now risen Master, “Never-
theless I tell you the truth; It is expedient for you
that I go away: for if I go not away, the Comforter
will not come unto you; but if I depart, I will
send him unto you” (John 16:7). Peter, usually
the most forthright of the company, probably re-
minded them all of the command later to be in-
corporated into Acts where we have marked it as
chapter one and verse four, “And, being assem-
bled together with them, commanded them that
they should not depart from Jerusalem, but wait
for the promise of the Father . . .” I think this
caused another of them to mention that the Mas-
ter had said, “But ye shall receive power, after
that the Holy Ghost is come upon you . ..” (Acts
1:8).

Their hopes high and their hearts obedient,
they gathered about them the inner circle of
discipleship and retired to “an upper room” (Acts
1:13) in the Holy City, where they began a period
in which they actively waited for the descent of
the Spirit.

Preparation for the descent. The “upper room”
might have been at the home of some disciple,
for it was customary in those days to read the
law and discuss religious matters in the upper
rooms of private houses; but it was probably at
the Temple because Luke says that upon their
return from the place of ascension they “were
continually in the temple, praising and blessing
God” (Luke 24:53). Whether or not it was in
God’s Temple, it was in an “upper room”; it was
therefore a place removed from the chattering,
clattering crowds below.

The Master had not said how long they were to
wait. He had only told them to “tarry until.” Most
of them had likely assumed, however, that it
would be but a brief period. When nothing hap-
pened, some of them must have wondered if they
had misunderstood the Master. Others might
have been tempted to believe they had been let
down and that their Lord either could not or
would not fulfill the promise. Yet others might
have still had faith, say after the third or fourth
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day, but their normal obligations of work and of
family life perhaps had begun to claim their con-
cern.

But although some of them must have had
periodic questionings, I think they were en-
couraged from time to time by those whose faith
was strong. And I conceive that as time went on,
the entire group thought less and less of their
obligations elsewhere, and even less of the event
of their anticipation, and gave themselves to in-
trospection. They stood off from themselves and
looked in upon their hearts. In so doing, they
were assured that their overt acts of sin had been
forgiven and were no longer there; but they
realized that yet in their hearts there were pride
and arrogance and willfulness. Seeing this state,
they began the process of consecration, whereby
they were finally able to exercise faith for a com-
plete cleansing.

Perhaps there were scenes like this: James
walks quietly over to where John is kneeling, puts
his arms on his brother’s shoulder, and says:
“John, it doesn’t matter any more to me where
I am placed when we get to the Master’s king-
dom. I am so unworthy of His presence that I
only hope I am given a place a long way from
Him.” John answers, “Well, Brother, I also have
been thinking of that arrogant request we made
of Him, and I feel as you do; it does not any
longer matter to me, either.”

The process of consecration was interrupted
once by an administrative matter which Peter
figured he should bring before the group, but
for days they were coming more and more into
accord with one another and with God. Misun-
derstandings among themselves were cleared up;
promises to God were made.

Finally, they could do no more—there was no
more which needed to be done. Their minds were
His mind. Their hearts responded only to His
loving heart. Their wills were His will. They
were fully yielded. More passively, now, they
waited—and the appointed time had come.

The descent itself. It was Pentecost, the day
on which the Jews commemorated the giving of
the law on Mt. Sinai. Half a million Hebrews had
come from the rural areas and from fifteen for-
eign countries to Jerusalem, the population of
which was normally about that same number. At
nine o’clock in the morning, while in the outer
court of the Temple the money-changers were
“swamped” in their traffic in religion, and while
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them: “The heterogeneous character of our
American population, the masses of the people
in our great cities, the prevailing materialism and
laxity of the age, the bewildering advance in hu-
man knowledge, our restless commercial activity,
the domination of the physical sciences, the stub-
born moral obtuseness of the masses, the insati-
able modern desire for pleasures and excitement.”

But must the Church stand defeated, a failure,
impotent in the face of these conditions and ob-
stacles? Not if her Pentecost has come! In the
human, men may tremble before such a depress-
ing picture; but not the Church filled with the
Spirit, throbbing with the power of the Spirit,
aglow with the radiance of the Spirit, exultant in
the victories of the Spirit. Such conditions chal-
lenge that Church to demonstrate her spiritual
power, to vindicate her divine origin, to prove
what God can do.

The Church of today needs Pentecost today.
Ordinary religion is failing, and spiritual unrest
is in the air. This is the day for a church filled
with the Spirit. Racial hatreds are smoldering in
our metropolitan areas; our whole social order is
in turmoil; the alien forces of greed and corrup-
tion are whittling away at the core of our na-
tion; pleasures and indulgence enslave young and
old; moral laxity is bringing on a complete break-
down. And what is the Church doing? What
effect does the Church have on our day? What
happens when she collides with these forces?
What is the evidence of her power? Oh, for a
Pentecost upon the Church of today!

The Early Church spread rapidly through Pal-
estine and Asia and the Roman Empire. In an
impossibly short period of time she had brought
light and promise, life and salvation to every
part of the known world; and the secret of her ex-
panding power was not in her teachings alone, her
organization, her rites and sacraments, but in her
experience of Pentecost. Without Pentecost, the
Church would have been unknown; with Pente-
cost, she became a spiritual force for regenera-
tion, for transformation, a power to change the
world. There is no other source of effectiveness
for us; not our rules and regulations, not our doc-
trine, not our polity, not the spontaneity of our
services—naught but Pentecost!

Multitudes today are seeking reality; multi-
tudes are dissatisfied with the weary round of
pleasure spots and practices; multitudes are fear-
ing the dread possibilities of atomic destruction;
multitudes are disillusioned with life. The Church
of the Spirit can help those multitudes; she has
the message for them; she holds the cure for their
soul, the light for their darkness, the truth that
will set them free. And she has the workers to
bear that help; her members, informal mission-
aries living in the Spirit, at work, at home, in the
market place—men and women living in the
Spirit contagiously everywhere. That is what
Pentecost will do!

The Church needs Pentecost; needs it for the
fulfillment of her mission, needs it for her own
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inner peace. Destitute of the Spirit, there are
jealousies and frictions, bickerings and wran-
glings, petty grievances and wounded feelings,
emphases that are secondary and lacks that are
primary, a people social but not spiritual, a wor-
ship formal but not forceful, a liberty spontaneous
but not sacred—that is the Church without Pen-
tecost.

The Church needs Pentecost today!

The Pentecostal Outpouring
By C. R. Lee*

HE VITAL need of the twentieth century is a

Pentecostal outpouring of the Holy Spirit.
We are living in the most modern day in the
history of the world when the field of science is
going all out to perform seemingly the impos-
sible. There are at least three words which char-
acterize the day in which we are living and they
are speed, drive, and pressure. In spite of all
three, the world continues to be sick with sor-
row, heartaches, and confusion. With all of our
systems of transportation, communication, organi-
zation, and education, the hearts of men are fail-
ing them and their minds are perplexed. The vital
need of our day for this poor, sinsick, faltering
world is a Pentecostal outpouring of the Holy
Ghost like they had on the Day of Pentecost.

We love our nation with its Stars and Stripes
and the democratic ideals for which it was found-
ed; but political strategy, governmental agencies,
and military might are not supplying the vital
need of the world. I am reminded just now of that
scripture which says, “Not by might, nor by
power, but by my spirit, saith the Lord of hosts”
(Zech. 4:6).

How shall this vital need be inaugurated, and
how can we have one more Pentecostal outpour-
ing of the Holy Spirit? The Church of Jesus
Christ holds the key to the situation. When I
speak of the Church I am not speaking of mere
organization alone, but I mean the real Chris-
tians who have had their sins washed away by
the blood of Jesus Christ and are willing to walk
in the light and the teaching of the Word of God,
putting into practice the commandment of Jesus
when He uttered those wonderful words record-
ed in the Gospel of Luke, “And, behold, I send
the promise of my Father upon you: but tarry ye
in the city of Jerusalem, until ye be endued with
power from on high” (24:49). What a tremen-
dous challenge! Analyze this verse of scripture.
The blessed Holy Spirit is not an it, thing, or some
means of mechanism; but He is a living, divine
Personality, the Third Person of the Godhead.

Let us as ministers of the gospel of Jesus Christ
tarry until our own hearts have been recharged,
refueled, and rekindled with live coals of holy
fire from the altar of prayer; and then, having
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Elijah “prayed earnestly,” and God heard and
answered. Elijah’s God still lives, and hears and
answers prayer. Don’t forget to pray for the
General Assembly.

secured a personal Pentecostal outpouring of the
Holy Spirit, we are far better qualified to serve
the people and help them to get the vision.

What is this Pentecostal outpouring of the Holy
Spirit, and how would it affect the world and
the Church today? Just as the appearance of
God on Sinai was the birthday of the Jewish na-
tion, so was Pentecost the birthday of the Chris-
tian Church. The typical significance of Pentecost
is made clear from the events of the day recorded
in Acts 2.

The great mission of the Holy Spirit and His
effect on the world are beautifully described in
the Book of Isaiah: “The Spirit of the Lord God
is upon me; because the Lord hath anocinted me
to preach good tidings unto the meek; he hath
sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to pro-
claim liberty to the captives, and the opening of
the prison to them that are bound; to proclaim
the acceptable year of the Lord, and the day of
vengeance of our God; to comfort all that mourn;
to appoint unto them that mourn in Zion, to give
unto them beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for
mourning, the garment of praise for the spirit
of heaviness; that they might be called trees of
righteousness, the planting of the Lord, that he
might be glorified” (61:1-3). The power and
strength of the Church lies in the teaching, ex-
periencing, and practicing of the doctrine of holi-
ness.

The Spirit-filled Church, endued with power
from on high, is the world’s greatest hope. The
power of the Spirit-filled life Christianizes all our
relationships. The Word says, “Thou shalt love
thy neighbour as thyself,” but we never experi-
ence this truth until we realize the Spirit within
us. Instead of seeking revenge, we seek recon-
ciliation. Instead of reveling in personal hatreds,
class, racial, ecclesiastical hatreds, we abound in
brotherly love and charity. The power of the
Spirit-filled life spiritualizes home life. The Spirit
of God fills family life, and the family knows the
language of prayer and the blessedness of Christ’s
love, loyalty, sweetness, helpfulness in home re-
lations.

We must prevail with God as Jacob of old
if we want a mighty outpouring of the Holy
Ghost. We are living in a power age, and yet
the world is dying for an old-fashioned demon-
stration of Pentecostal cleansing power. In clos-
ing, I quote from Gems from Genesis, written
by the late Dr, W. G. Heslop, in describing what
the power of the Holy Spirit is not and what it
is: “It is not physical power, not mental power,
not magical power, not demon power, not inde-
pendent power. It is God’s power, it is spiritual
power, it is miracle-working power, it is power
to witness, it is power to win!”’

Epistle to the Philippians
By H. Orton Wiley

Article One

ST. Pauvr’s Epistle to the Philippians represents
the flower and fruitage of Christian experi-
ence. It has no doctrines to expound, no errors to
correct, no discipline to be enjoined, and no per-
plexing questions to answer. Here is seen the liv-
ing Christ in the beauty and fragrance of mature
Christian experience. Though writing from a
prison, St. Paul does not speak of stocks and
stripes and bonds, but only of rejoicing in the
Lord. There is not a note of sadness in the entire
epistle, but instead it is permeated throughout
with the sweetness of song and service. Here is a
message which lifts the heavy burdens of God’s
people, and gives wings to their feet as they
journey on to the heavenly city.

It has been pointed out by different writers that
the four short chapters of this epistle present four
aspects of Christ: (1) Christ within as our Life;
(2) Christ back of us in history as our great Ex-
ample; (3) Christ before us as our Ultimate Goal;
and (4) Christ above us as our all-sufficient Sav-
iour. These views of Christ create within us
certain spiritual attitudes, or what the Apostle
calls “mind,” a term of frequent use in the
epistle. (1) The spiritual Christ within us gives
us an evangelistic or missionary mind; (2) the
incarnate or historical Christ creates within us a
humble mind; (3) the Christ of the Resurrection
inspires us with an eager mind; while (4) the
ascended and interceding Christ produces within
us a contented mind.

Carrying this thought still further, these views
of Christ outline for us the simple duties of the
Christian life. (1) To the spiritual Christ we
must surrender fully; (2) concerning the histori-
cal Christ as our Example, we are to work out the
pattern which He gives us, without murmuring
and complaining; (3) to the ascended Christ as
our Goal, we are to constantly look for inspira-
tion and strength; while (4) to the interceding
Christ we are to look for the supply of every

Prayer for Contentment

By Frieda S. Dause

To be content to walk each day,

Along the God-appointed way

That may not gay and carefree be

But still the way He planned for me,
This is my prayer!

To be content when skies are gray,
And dark and sullen is the day;
To thank Him, for the clouds I find
Are very often silver-lined—

This is my prayer!
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need, being careful for nothing, but in everything
with prayer and thanksgiving making our re-
quests known unto God.

The occasion of this epistle is as follows: The
brethren at Philippi, having heard of the im-
prisonment of St, Paul ‘at Rome, sent Epaphro-
ditus, one of their most esteemed pastors, to that
city to comfort him by bearing at once an ex-
pression of their love and by supplying him with
sufficient funds that he might not want anything
necessary to make his confinement as easy as
possible.

After Epaphroditus arrived in Rome, he gave
himself to preaching with such assiduity and in
ministering to the Apostle with such attention that,
through sheer fatigue, he fell into a serious ill-
ness that almost cost him his life. He recovered
indeed, but so slowly that before his health was
established the church at Philippi became great-
ly concerned, and wrote him in such a manner as
to make him extremely desirous of returning to
them. As soon therefore as it was safe for him to
begin the journey, the Apostle dismissed him,
giving him this letter to carry back with him. In
this letter he told the Philippians of the serious
illness of Epaphroditus and of his longing to re-
turn to them. At the same time, he gave testimony
to his worthiness and faithful services in the gos-
pel, and not only made apology for their pastor’s
long absence, but recommended him more than
ever to their esteem, soliciting for him an affec-
tionate reception when he should return.

This epistle then is born, not only out of af-
fection for the church at Philippi, but also out of
appreciation for one who had rendered such
faithful service to him, and whom he commended
highly for his work’s sake.

A Soul Has Gone Home
By O. A. Crofford

A soul has gone home today,
Away from earth’s toil and fears,
Away from the cares that infest the way,
Away from its pain and tears.

A soul has gone home today
To joys mo tongue can tell,

To the home at the end of the narrow way
With the saints of light to dwell.

A soul has gone home today
The Saviour’s face to see,

With loved ones, clad in holy array,
Forevermore to be.

A soul has gone home today;
Mortal night has settled down.

Triumphant, she laid the cross away
To receive a conqueror’s crown.
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God’s Word says, “The effectual fervent prayer
of a righteous man availeth much.” Let’s pray
mightily for an outpouring of God’s Spirit upon
all of us during the General Assembly.

Think on These Things:

By F. Lincicome®*

TH'E caRNAL mind is the Christian’s worst
enemy and the devil’s best friend. It disturbs
our spiritual peace, weakens our faith, reduces
our influence, spoils our job, beclouds our vision
of heaven, cheapens the estimation of our neigh-
bors, keeps us from praying and studying the
Bible. It makes us selfish, sarcastic, easily of-
fended, angry and unforgiving, resentful and de-
ceitful. The carnal mind is Satan’s fifth column
ally within the heart and mind, or human nature,
of all believers who know only the new hirth.
This “mind” or “the sin which doth so easily
beset us” (upsets and offsets us too) is also called
hatred, envy, jealousy, covetousness, pride, and
unbelief.

What is carnality? Carnality is that inherited
principle born within us. It is that infernal off-
spring that is in league with hell. Carnality is
the base and foundation of every crime in the
catalogue. Carnality is enmity against God, and
is not subject to the will or law of God. Carnality
is the Delilah of our hearts, that which would
rob us of our power, passion, and influence.
Carnality is the Judas of our hearts, that which
would sell us out for a little of the world’s foam,
fun, and nonsense.

Carnality is the Achan of our hearts which
would impede our progress toward the heavenly
shores and also the development of our own
heart life. Carnality is the Ananias and Sap-
phira that would tempt us to hold back part of
the price and make a fractional consecration.
Keep the carnal mind and we live with sin
and rebellion, with danger, with disorder, de-
struction, and death within our hearts. In this
state, are we really ready to die? Yea, are we
even prepared to live for Him?

* * *

The Calvinistic doctrine of eternal security pre-
sents salvation as a “paid-up life-insurance policy,”
entitling the holder to heaven, regardless of a
subsequent life in any course of sin he might
choose to follow. This dangerous teaching is with-
out foundation anywhere in the Bible except
where it was formulated and used by the devil
in the Garden of Eden to deceive our first par-
ents. It is part of the teaching of Calvinism,
but not the teaching of the Bible. But the error
goes further and asserts that just as “we cannot
be lost after we are once saved,” so “neither
can we be cleansed from all sin this side of heav-
en.
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In other words, holiness of spirit, entire sanc-
tification and purification of the heart by faith,
which became the state of grace granted the
apostolic Christians through baptism, the infilling
Pentecostal presence and power of the Holy
Ghost, is only imputed, but never imparted until
after death. We cannot accept Calvin’s teaching
that we cannot get rid of sin until we die.

This theory would make the body the seat
of sin, and revive that old exploded philosophy
that matter is necessarily evil. This theory would
make death a necessary agent to man’s redemp-
tion, making the work of death supplement the
atonement. It is absurd to think of God using
the effect of sin (for death is the effect of sin)
to take away sin. In the last analysis, the advo-
cates of this theory say: Man fell and God under-
took to recover him; so He called in the devil, and
death is the result of sin to help do the job!

Remember This Day!
By John T. Donnelly*

“Here was the spot,” said the sea captain, sweep-
ing his hand out over the turbulent waves, “where
years ago my poor ship went down.” One seek-
ing to find the spot in the horizon of so many miles
could see only the surging ocean. There was no
sign, but the sign and the scar were in the cap-
tain’s heart.

So have rolled these waves of the years and the
swift events of our national history over great
events which once filled our hearts with such an
agony of sorrow and of prayer. I call you to stop
and look. “Here is where they went down, right
here”: Valley Forge and Flanders Field; Bataan,
Gettysburg, Tripoli, and Guadalcanal; the Aleu-
tians and Tunisia; and on the hills of Korea they
have sacrificed the only life men can ever live on
earth in their country’s service.

Since very ancient times, it has become a part
of good morals to keep fresh in the memory of
the living the sacrifice of patriots who are dead.
Memorial Day has a power to disturb us. It is a
potent holiday. The grim tragedy of frequent
wars has kept it alive.

But the vagueness of the impulse is married
to our uncertainty as to just what to do in making
a commemoration worthy of our respect. We are
apt, under the fluctuating influences of the pres-
ent age, to do the superficial thing. Nothing is
more disastrous than superficiality. The reason
for Memorial Day should be set forth in clear
terms. Symbolic expressions of flags and flowers
are not enough. The vague impulse to express
ourselves through symbols must become a well-
defined purpose if the symbol is ever te mean any-
thing more than a futile gesture.

Consider the situation of the personnel of our
armed forces. Facts are disturbing them. They

*Pastor, Royersford, Pennsylvania

are disturbing the whole world. Facts quench
our patriotic fires. Facts about the causes of war
have robbed the soldier of his old-time venera-
tion. They reveal that he has often fought for a
“mess of pottage.” Some facts are confusing him;
current facts about a war that is no war and a
truce that is not peace; and facts concerning a
stalemated fictional police action that drags on
and on with no victory in a military sense, yet
having reached the scale that places the conflict
among the great military operations of history.
We instinctively hesitate to act when we are con-
fused. Issues must be fairly clear before they
challenge us at all.

However, the need of Memorial Day is not al-
tered because we have learned that the soldier’s
heroism often has been betrayed. Nor does the
fact of selfishness in some belittle the sacrifice of
those who died. It is not an easy thing to die
when one is yet young. Yet, as it has always been,
individual sacrifice is the price of social gain.

We Americans need a Memorial Day—a day
of memories. This is a busy world in which we
live; it is a busy age, and this land of ours is the
busiest country of the age. In the intensity of the
struggle for future achievements, we are prone
to lose sight of the past. We do not think often
enough of the cost of our liberties, of the price
paid for a united country. Memorial Day recalls
our fading memories, revives our reminiscent
love—“Lest we forget, Lord God of Hosts, lest
we forget.”

So we journey forth to the silent chambers
where sleep these warriors of America and leave
there garlands of flowers, symbols of our love and
gratitude. The graves of our patriots have be-
come the nation’s shrine to which we make pil-
grimage to renew our devotion to the principles
for which our fathers died. Every crowded city

Memorial Day Comfort
By Norman C. Schlichter

Never was earth so torn and bleeding!
Never tears ran so wide!

Never did men of evil so
The forces of good divide.

Yet never was God more able
To succor the hurts of His own;
Never have waves of His mercy flowed
More widely from His throne!

Never was He more willing
To comfort the prison-bound ones,
The mothers for lost sons weeping,
The brave youth manning the guns.

And never was He more eager
To hear on this Memory Day

The prayers of His trusting faithful
For His early coming and sway!
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cemetery, every country graveyard, is studded
and starred with our country’s flag on Memorial
Day. The green mounds need no storied monu-
ments to invest them with a special consecration
—the nation’s flag does that. We know they hold
the dust of heroes; we approach them with rev-
erent steps, for out of their solemn silence we
believe the message will carry to unborn gen-
erations telling how great is their country’s worth
and cost!

Not Disobedient
By Arthur H. Townsend*

HE APOSTLE PAUL said, “Whereupon, O king

Agrippa, I was not disobedient unto the
heavenly vision” (Acts 26:19). Obedience is
pleasing to the eyes of God, and is to be com-
mended in man. It is better than sacrifice. Samuel
said, “Hath the Lord as great delight in burnt
offerings and sacrifices, as in obeying the voice
of the Lord? Behold, to obey is better than sac-
rifice, and to hearken than the fat of rams. For
rebellion is as the sin of witcheraft, and stubborn-
ness is as iniquity and idolatry” (I Sam. 15:22-
23).

When God speaks, we should obey. Paul said,
“I was not disobedient.” At times, however, we
may be more apt and ready to obey a great in-
junction than be obedient in the little things of
life. We are more apt to bypass the whispered
command than the thunderclap of Sinai. Too, we
should realize that the “whispered” command—
“a still small voice” of God—often leads to mani-
fold blessings and great victories.

Elijah obeyed God on Mount Carmel; he ex-
perienced a great and immediate victory. There
was no mistaking the answer that came by fire.
But the Mount Horeb experience was different.
God manifested himself with “a still small voice.”
God’s plan was not readily unfolded; neither did
the answer come immediately. There was a se-
quence of events, too. We read, “And the Lord
said unto him, Go, return on thy way to the
wilderness of Damascus: and when thou comest,
anoint Hazael to be king over Syria: and Jehu
the son of Nimshi shalt thou anoint to be king
over Israel: and Elisha the son of Shaphat of
Abel-meholah shalt thou anoint to be prophet in
thy room. And it shall come to pass, that him that
escapeth the sword of Hazael shall Jehu slay: and
him that escapeth from the sword of Jehu shall
Elisha slay” (I Kings 19:15-17).

Elijah was obedient, and the ultimate victories
were more widespread and gloriously devastating
than the Carmel experience. When we learn to
obey God at all times, we are progressing spirit-
ually. Paul said, “I was not disobedient.”

We have said that people who see visions,
dream spiritual dreams, or have spiritual revela-

*Prince George, B.C., Canada
10 (254) HERALD OF HOLINESS

tions, are spiritual. But this reasoning is not al-
ways correct. When God appeared to Gideon,
he was not necessarily spiritual (Judges 6:17,
6:37, 39). God chose him; but Gideon desired
any amount of signs. Paul, on the Damascus
Road, was a persecutor and murderer. God gave
him a heavenly vision. My father, when a young
man, was converted through a vision of Christ.
He was contemplating suicide.

It is true that spiritual people receive spiritual
visions and revelations at times. But not all peo-
ple who are visited of God are necessarily spirit-
ual. When we obey God’s Word, we are spiritual.
Gideon was not disobedient to God’s Word; he
became blessed of God. Paul obeyed; he said, “I
was not disobedient.” He became a spiritual giant.
Obedience to God’s Word produces spirituality.

Today God is looking for men and women who
will obey His Word—implicitly, unreservedly, and
without faltering. We should be obedient and
ready always to obey. Whether the trumpet
sound, or “a still small voice” of God speaking
to us through His Word and Spirit, we should
obey—obedient in the small things and large;
obedient when the answer comes immediately or
is delayed; obedient at all times. For the small
things often become large, and the answers often
come sooner than we think. In any eventuality,
God desires obedience.

What a glorious testimony Paul witnessed to
Agrippa! “I was not disobedient!”

A Purposeful Heart

By E. D. Messer*

Daniel purposed in his heart that he would not
defile himself with the portion of the king’s meat,
nor with the wine which he drank (Dan. 1:8).

THIS WITHIN itself was a negative purpose, or
a purpose not to do certain things. It was not
difficult for Daniel to take this stand, because he
had previously “purposed in his heart” to live for
God and do right regardless of the circumstances.
His all-consuming purpose was a positive pur-
pose, and because of this it was not hard for him
to say, “No,” when the testing time came.

Living a victorious Christian life means more
than a purpose not to do certain things. For one
to try to build his life on negatives is to live a de-
feated life. An all-consuming purpose to live for
God and to please Him will within itself solve the
problems of all the purposes of the heart, both
positive and negative. The commands or even the
general rules of the church, one will naturally ob-
serve and do if he has “purposed in his heart” to
live wholeheartedly for God.

A purposeful heart will set everything else in
order.

*Pastor, Homestead, Florida









Stephen S. White

gave them utterance” (Acts 2:2-4). That this was
the Pentecostal experience which was proph-
esied, promised, and expected, no one could doubt.
These further words substantiate its genuineness:

“And there were dwelling at Jerusalem Jews,
devout men, out of every nation under heaven.
Now when this was noised abroad, the multitude
came together, and were confounded, because that
every man heard them speak in his own language.
And they were all amazed and marvelled, saying
one to another, Behold, are not all these which
speak Galilaecans? And how hear we every man
in our own tongue, wherein we were born? . ..
And they were all amazed, and were in doubt,
saying one to another, What meaneth this? Oth-
ers mocking said, These men are full of new wine.
But Peter, standing up with the eleven, lifted up
his voice, and said unto them, Ye men of Judaea,
and all ye that dwell at Jerusalem, be this known
unto you, and hearken to my words: for these
are not drunken, as ye suppose, seeing it is but
the third hour of the day. But this is that which
was spoken by the prophet Joel; And it shall
come to pass in the last days, saith God, I will
pour out of my Spirit upon all flesh: and your
sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your
young men shall see visions, and your old men
shall dream dreams: and on my servants and on
my handmaidens I will pour out in those days of
my Spirit; and they shall prophesy” (Acts 2:
5-18).

Pentecost was lived. Peter preached in the pow-
er of the Pentecostal experience on the Day of
Pentecost (Acts 2:14-40). In this ministry he was
supported by the presence, prayers, and faith of
the others who received the Pentecostal baptism
when it was first outpoured. What happened?
About three thousand souls were saved (Acts 2:
41). And this was not all. The Christian com-
munity was so marked by steadfastness in doc-
trine and fellowship, unity, gladness, and single-
ness of heart that many of those about them were
not only saved but also brought into the Church
(Acts 2:42-47). Then followed the healing of the
lame man by Peter and John; the coming together
of another crowd of amazed people to whom Peter
preached; the brief imprisonment of Peter and
John; the conversion of another large group—the
men alone numbering about five thousand; the
preaching of Christ to the rulers, elders, and
scribes; the manifestation of great boldness on the
part of Peter and John, in spite of the presence
and orders of the leaders in Jerusalem; the united
and confident praying of those “of their own com-
pany”’; God’s unmistakable response to their pray-
ing; and the wonderful manifestation of His
presence with them in unity, the power to wit-
ness, and in the provision for all of their needs.

This brings us to the fifth chapter of Acts. We
cannot follow further at this time the triumphant
lives of those who were baptized with the Holy
Spirit on the Day of Pentecost. I have given
enough to prove that it was a thrilling adventure
—marked by difficulties and victories—to give
one’s self wholly to the occupancy of the Holy
Spirit.

Pentecost is for you. It has been many years
since the first Pentecost; but the Pentecostal ex-
perience, which baptizes with the Holy Spirit
and cleanses from all sin, is just as much for you
today, my Christian friend, as it was for the 120
on the Day of Pentecost. Peter in his first sermon
said: “For the promise is unto you, and to your
children, and to all that are afar off, even as many
as the Lord our God shall call” (Acts 2:39). We
know also that Jesus’ prayer for the sanctification
and unity of His disciples took in more than just
those who had already believed on Him. He
clearly rules out this limitation in these words:
“Neither pray I for these alone, but for them also
which shall believe on me through their word”
(John 17:20).

Thus there is no reason to believe that the
following words of John the Baptist applied only
to those to whom he spoke them: “I indeed bap-
tize you with water unto repentance: but he that
cometh after me is mightier than I, whose shoes
I am not worthy to bear: he shall baptize you with
the Holy Ghost, and with fire: whose fan is in his
hand, and he will throughly purge his floor, and
gather his wheat into the garner; but he will
burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire” (Matt.
3:11-12). Jesus’ baptism is for the Christian to-
day as it was for those who had received John’s
baptism unto repentance in John’s day. If you
have not yet received your Pentecost, consecrate
yvour all and trust the Holy Spirit to come in
now in all of His fullness and cleansing power.

Daffodils, Daffodils!

ArFopiLs, daffodils, beautiful daffodils—a row

of them greets me as I drive in home after

my day’s work. From its six-petaled background,

each bell-shaped center waves me a welcome in

the gentle evening breeze. Their faces never

turn backward toward the house along whose

front they stand. Soft and frail in their pale yel-

low gowns, they ever look toward the light, and
not the darkness. ]

Jesus said, “Consider the lilies of the field,
how they grow; they toil not, neither do they
spin: and yet I say unto you, That even Solomon
in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these”
(Matt. 6:28-29). And, since Easter is fresh in my
mind, I would say, “Consider the Easter bonnets
and gowns, how beautiful many of them were
in color and design; and yet not one of them
could compare with these daffodils.”

Sometimes, with men, there is “much ado about
nothing,” but this is not so with daffodils—they
bloom on in their simplicity and are not given to
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pride and parading. Without noise or display,
they fill their place with humility, never seeking
to be roses or dahlias. With their open faces, they
represent frankness. They are not smeared with
the corrosion of sophistication and deceit. Many
men have so misrepresented themselves to those
about them that they hardly realize any longer
who or what they are. They have ceased to know
how to be what they are. It is no wonder that we
are living in a topsy-turvy world, rather than an
orderly one.

I have not given much time to daffodils in the
past, and I wondered as I watched them this

spring how long their blossoms would last. Their
persistence has surprised me-—they have been in
bloom for about two weeks now, and many of
them still look dressed up. In spite of their ten-
derness and frailty, they stay with us through
rain, wind, and sunshine. Can you do as well?

As I have gazed at the daffodils, they have sym-
bolized openheartedness to me. They stand for
readiness to receive the truth. Do you and I have
a genuine receptiveness toward the truth?

God bless the daffodils! Hunt some up and take
a look at them. They will make your life happier
and better.

The Young People’s Society

carrying on the work. (Rev. and
Mrs. Earl Hunter are under appoint-

o£ } z)u /.?m'd, Secrelary

The Mind a Holy Place

IT 1s well for us to keep ever before
us that the consecrated mind is a
holy place. It is a part of the temple
of the Holy Ghost which we are; and
it must be kept as such. It is not
difficult at the time of consecration,
when God is near and our hearts are
moved, to promise God that our minds
will henceforth be His, to think those
thoughts, to do those tasks, to medi-
tate upon those things which will be
to His glory. It is more difficult to
keep that promise down across the
years. But indeed this is our job—
to keep our minds clean.

This cannot be done without some
effort. We must apply ourselves and
watch ourselves. The devil is active
in the business of throwing suggestions
of evil and vileness into our minds.
It is our business to throw them right
out again. The suggestion of an evil
thought is not sin. Rather it is when
we harbor it, cherish it, and think
on it that it becomes sin. We must
see that if we are to keep our minds
pure in this day of obscenity and
moral paganism we must many times
a day turn our heads, close our ears,
and cast from us the suggestive
thoughts which are thrown at us. But
this is not enough; we must then
fill our minds with thoughts which
are good and viriuous and noble and
Godlike.

Every one of us should convenant
with God that he is going to keep
his mind as a holy temple of God.
Just as Jesus chased the money-
changers out of the Temple at Jeru-
salem, so we too must do with those
ideas which would defile and pollute
our minds. A pure mind is evidence
of a holy character. A pure mind is
necessary for an effective witness.
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Prayer Tower Requests

May 18-24

The difficulty of reaching Bolivia,
because of the mountain ranges that
surround it, has kept this nation in
spiritual darkness for centuries. Our
present work is among the Aymara
Indians. Rev. and Mrs. N. R. Briles
are on furlough at the present time.
Rev. and Mrs. Jack Armstrong are

Bolivia

ment to go to this field to supervise
the work.) Let us pray for these
missionaries and for the native lead-
ers that God will bless the work and
give them souls.

May 25-31 Unsanctified Believers

June 1 is Pentecost Sunday. Let
us pray for the unsanctified young
people in our own churches. Let us
pray that our churches everywhere
will live in the full benefits of this
dispensation of the Holy Spirit, and
that each of us as individual Chris-
tians might more fully walk in the
Spirit.

THE QUESTION BOX
Conducted by Stophen S, White

Q. Does Mark 4:12 mean that cer-
tain ones are denied salvation by
divine decree?

A. No. One commentator rightly
says that this is a quotation from
Isaiah 6:9-10, and simply means that
Jesus, like Isaiah, faced people who
were so blinded by materialism and
worldliness that they could not re-
ceive His message. What a warning
to many people of our day!

Q. Here are three questions about
the American and the Christian flags.
In a procession, which flag is carried
on the right? If placed in a standard
on the main auditorium floor, which
flag is to the audience’s right? If
placed in a standard on the platform,
which flag goes to the right of the
speaker?

A. I am in no sense an expert in
my knowledge as to the use of these
flags. However, after consulting with
several who ought to know about
these matters, 1 give as the answer
to all three of your questions—the
American flag. It should be carried

on the right in a procession, placed
on the right of the audience when
used in a standard on the main audi-
torium floor, and placed on the right
of the speaker when used in a stand-
ard on the platform. Thus the Ameri-
can flag which is to the right of the
audience in the auditorium is on the
opposite side from the American flag
which is to the right of the speaker
on the platform.

Q. It is becoming embarrassing and
really shocking to me the way our
Nazarenes are chewing gum during
the church service. It is certainly e
breach of culture as well as irreverent.
One of our great leaders said that it
was a mark of ill breeding. This
should be enough to make people re-
frain from it. What do you think?

A. I agree with you one hundred
per cent.

Q. Who was the first Hebrew?

A. From the standpoint of the He-
brews as God’s chosen people, Abra-
ham was the first Hebrew, He was



the father, the racial progenitor, of
the nation of Israel, the people that
God chose to be the instrumentality
through which all of the families of
the earth were ‘blessed. It was
through this people that Jesus was
born into the world from the stand-
point of His humanity, and through
Him all of the nations of the earth
have been blessed.

If you want to trace the term
Hebrew back farther than Abraham
you can go back to Eber, who was a
descendant of Shem and the progeni-
tor of a group of peoples among whom
were Terah and Abraham and the de-
scendants of Abraham, who became
the Hebrews in the sense indicated
above (see Gen. 10:21-24 and 11:16-
26).

Q. Isn’t a local church in grave
danger when more interest is shown
by its membership in social gatherings
than in its midweek prayer meeting?

A. Yes.

@. Have Nazarenes done their duty,
that is, are they as loyal to their
church, pastor, and God as they should
be, if they attend the Sunday morning
service but are careless and indiffer-
ent about the Sunday evening service?

A. Not by any means.

Q. Is it proper to substitute the
W.F.M.S. meeting for the prayer
meeting?

A. If this is improper, then I have
been guilty a few times myself when
I have been pastor. However, I do
think that if it is done it should be
only very occasionally. The W.F.M.S.
is a very important part of the work
of our church. I am sure that the
writer of this question would be
quick to admit this. The cause of
foreign missions cannot be overem-
phasized. Nevertheless, we must, as
a rule, permit nothing to interfere
with the prayer meeting. The first
sign of spiritual decay in a church is
the degeneration of the prayer meet-
ing.

Q. Should not the midweek prayer
meeting be a time when all have the
privilege of prayer and testimony if
possible? To my mind it is the time
for real spiritual upbuilding instead of
too much program and special sing-
ing.

A. Yes, you are right in what you
think about the prayer meeting.

The things which happened unto
me have fallen out rather unto the
furtherance of the gospel (Phil. 1:12).

If we are real Christians, and living
in the will of God, everything that
happens unto us will prove to be of
divine permission, and will redound
to the glory of God and the extension
of His kingdom.—EARLE F. WILDE.

FOREIGN

MISSIONS
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Brava Church Progresses

oU WILL rejoice with us that as

we are building the material
temple of the Lord at Brava, He is
continuing to build His spiritual
temple and many are coming to the
Lord. It is great to see men and wom-
en, boys and girls seeking and find-
ing the peace and pardon for which
their hearts have been craving for
so long a time. Thank God! _“The
gospel is the power of God unto sal-
vation,” and, “He breaks the power
of canceled sin and sets the prisoner
free” The prayer that rises from my
heart at this moment is:

My gracious Master and my God,
Assist me to proclaim,
And spread through all the earth
abroad,
The honors of Thy name,.

It is just wonderful toc be in Jesus’
service out here and to see the hand
of God werking in our midst.—ERNEST
A. D. Eapgs, Cape Verde Islands.

Do You Know That—

1. There are over 400,000 people in
British Guiana, most of whom have
not heard the message of full salva-
tion?

2. Thousands of Amerindians still
roam the jungles of British Guiana,
living in tormenting fears, and dying
without hope?

3. It is said that one-third of the
income of the people of British Gui-
ana is spent for rum? Directly this

Save a Few Minutes for Jesus
By Elizabeth Lockhead*

Save a few minutes for Jesus.
Early each day draw near,
Till He calls you in the inner circle
And yow're conscious His presence
is near.

Oh, wait not for the tomorrows,
When tragedy may strike on your
door.
Hark! He is calling today, friend;
Tomorrow He may call you no more.

Oh, haste while He tenderly calls you.
Delay not, for the enemy is near;
He will blind your eyes to the atoning

Christ
And fill all your heart with fear.

Oh, list to His call today, friend,
While He lends a listening ear.
When you call with all of your heart,

He has promised He will hear!

*A Nazarene for thirty-seven years

causes drunkenness, immorality,
crime, insanity, cruelty, malnutrition,
disease, and poverty. Man’s remedy
for these is only dealing with the
symptoms; God’s remedy for most
part of the ills of man is Jesus Christ.
He has never refused to go anywhere
He is taken.

4. Georgetown Church of the Naza-
rene and a small Canadian Presby-
terian church sit on the border of a
section of the city with over 12,000
people and we are the only churches?

5. In at least twenty-five districts,
we could have an open-air Sunday
school if we had someons to run it?
This means the only hope of evan-
gelizing the colony is through a
trained national ministry. Pray for
our Trinidad training college.—LELAN
J. RogErs, British Guiana.

Mothers of Israel

Two of our dear old grandmothers
have recently gone to be with Jesus.
They suffered intensely, but their
hearts were filled with prayer and
praise until they finished their course
on this earth. One was the mother
of our head teacher and the other
was his aunt. Down through the
years they had faithfully worked to
give him an education, later to help
keep his children in school. This
makes four of our Christian grand-
mothers who have passed away in the
last year, but all with victorious testi-
monies. A few years ago when Ma-
tita, the Bible woman, started a Bible
class for these elderly women, there
were only a few at the beginning,
but others found the Lord until their
class had around twenty women. They
could not read, but all have hid many
scriptures in their hearts, which has
been a great blessing and stay to
them in their trying hours. These
old women have been truly faithful
to the church and to the W.M.S.
“Blessed are the dead which die in
the Lord.”-——Mary M. Coorer, Portu-
guese East Africa.

Ennor Memorial Church

You will be glad to know that the
Ennor Memorial Church here on the
main station is now complete except
for a few finishing touches in the
decorations. Wish you could be here
to help us open-it and dedicate it on
May 7. We are killing an ox, cooking
two bags of mealie rice, and expect
more than 1,000 people. Brother
Esselstyn and the other missionaries
of this district will be here at that
time for an annual meeting.—ELMER
SCHMELZENBACH, Transvaal.
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EGISTRA-

R TION of

dele -

gates and

visitors to

the Gener-

al Assembly will begin at

9:00 am. Thursday, June

19, 1952. This will include

delegates and visitors to

the pre-assembly conven-
tions.

We have been informed
by the Housing Committee
that hotels in downtown
Kansas City (within walk-
ing distance of the Audi-
torium) have been
completely filled. A limited
amount of space is still
available in outlying ho-
tels which can be reached
by automobile or public
transportation. Some tour-
ist cabins are available.
If interested, write to the
General Church Secretary,
2923 Troost Avenue, Box
527, Kansas City 41, Mis-
souri. A list of tourist
courts will be sent to you
and you can make your
arrangements direct with
the Motor Court.

IMPORTANT INFORMATION

Concerning the General Assembly

All persons coming to
Kansas City by automobile
may have a bumper card
advertising the General
Assembly. This will be
sent you FREE. Write the
Publicity Committee,
Nazarene General Assem-
bly, 2923 Troost Avenue,
Box 527, Kansas City 41,
Missouri.

Excellent travel facilities
are offered by America’s
railroads to Kansas City.
Consult your local agent
for gspecific routing and
cost of round-trip fares.

The United States Post
Office in Kansas City will
have a postal substation
in the Municipal Audi-
torium for the convenience
of delegates and visitors.
The mailing address for
the Assemby will be as
follows:

Nazarene General Assembly
Municipal Auditorium
Kansas City, Missouri

All mail can be addressed
in this manner and it will
be promptly taken care of
by post office personnel.

* To - conserve time and
avoid confusion there will
be one official tape

recorder for use of the
General Assembly. In-
dividuals are requested not
to bring their own record-
ers with the expectation
of using them in the As-
sembly sessions. For those
who wish to take copy
from the official recorder,
opportunity will be pro-
vided for this service free
of charge.

There will be official news
photographers taking such
historical pictures as may
be necessary during the
sessions of the Assembly.
To save time these will
be held to the minimum.
Individuals will be re-
quested not to take flash
pictures during the busi-
ness sessions or the eve-
ning services.

Your co-operation in the
above announcements will
be deeply appreciated by
those responsible for the
orderly and efficient con-
duct of the Assembly’s
business.

ENTERTAINMENT COMMITTEE
Jarrette Aycock, Chairman
S. T. Ludwig, Secretary
John Stockton, Treasurer
M. A. Lunn

A. Milton Smith

Evangelist Ira E. Fowler writes: “I
have open dates, July 2 to 13, and
July 16 to 27; would be happy to slate
either of these dates for a revival or
tent meeting. My program is com-
ple&e; Write me at Hollywood, Mary-
land.”

Evangelist William N. Harrington
reports: “Recently closed good and
fruitful meetings at Bon Secour and
Brewton Chapel, Alabama, with Pas-
tor F. W. Koehler. I am now headed
for our Florida District Assembly,
then will conduct a meeting in June
at Magnolia Springs, Alabama; after
that have some open time which I'd
be glad to give to some of our church-
es in Alabama. Write me, Rt. 3, Box
666, Gainesville, Florida.”

Catlettsburg, Kentucky—Recently
First Church gave our pastor, Rev.
W. M. Hodge, 'a three-year call and,
along with this, a substantial raise
in salary. This is the second time
the church has increased Brother
Hodge's salary, besides buying a par-
sonage. Our church is making good
progress along all lines. In our regu-
lar services, during the past few

weeks, a good number of souls have
sought and found the Lord as Saviour
and Sanctifier. Our Sunday school
is making good progress, with 190
present on Easter Sunday.—Reporter.

Burlington, Iowa—Flint Hill Church
had an excellent revival in April with
Rev. Wm. H. Phillips as the evange-
list. God blessed, and the meeting
closed with a number of seekers at
the altar, including some new con-
verts. After having been sick, Brother
Phillips is much better, and God
blessed his ministry to our hearts.
He carries a burden for souls and is
a man of prayer—A. G. Edwards,
Pastor.

Toledo, Ohio—Beginning with a re-
vival last November, under the fine
ministry of Rev. L. K. Lutz, Sylvania
Avenue Church has had continued
increase in our monthly average. We
have had a good six week’s climb
with ninety-six in Sunday school on
Easter Sunday. We have more than
doubled our membership since last
August. We thank all who prayed
and helped make this fine progress
for souls in God’s kingdom.—Gordon
L. Kennedy, Pastor.

Van Nuys, California—Our church
is enjoying one of the best years we
have had. On Easter Sunday we had
a great overflow crowd in our wor-
ship service; 386 present in our Sun-
day school, plus the best Easter
offering in the history of the church.
We are reaching new people in this
heavily populated area. Two weeks
before Easter we had 91 new people
in our Sunday school. We were happy
to be one of the two churches on
the Los Angeles District that reached
30 or more non-Nazarene families for
membership during the last fiscal year.
We feel that our church is reaching
the community. As pastor we are be-
ginning our fourth year. The co-
operation of the people has been
excellent; our able assistant in our
Sunday school, Rev. R. J. Kunze, has
worked hard and faithfully. The
church has its own radio broadcast
each week, a visitation program, and
we have co-operated with our minis-
terial union and taken interest in
community affairs, which has helped
to put our church before the people.
We thank God for His gracious help
and for the blessings around the altar
in many being saved and sanctified.
—C. A. McClain, Jr., Pastor.
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Not Alone by "Roll of Stirring Drum”

(Dedicated to the wives of the four general superintendents)

By Muriel Shrader Mann

“At the battle’s front,” the Generals
Lead us in the Christian war,
Mind and eyes alert, not heeding
Smarting wound or lingering scar.
“Joshua’s might, Jehovah’s armor,”
They would tell us, “turn the tide—"
Adding with a quiet smile,
“And the soldier at my side.”

Washington had his loved Martha
Waiting at Mount Vernon’s wood.
Woman’s faith and simple courage
Crowned each place that Lincoln stood. . . .
Even military larkspur,
Brilliant in midmorning light,
Feels the unobtrusive presence
Of soft rain within the night.

Are there ever planets conquered,
Are there ever races run,

Where no lamplit, violet shadows
Show an unassuming one

Brave in routine, strong in trial,
Keeping bright her fire within?

For Generals, medals—but the laurels
To each gentle heroine!
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