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The work of the Church of the Nazarene began officially in the United States in 1887,
though the formal organization of the denomination occurred in 1908 with the merger
of several like-minded holiness groups. As in many parts of the world, there is an ever-
increasing secularization of society, and in the post-Covid world, the United States finds
itself fragmenting politically, socially, and economically with many Americans feeling
isolated between extremes. There is a renewed emphasis on evangelism, discipleship,
and church planting. Whether congregational settings are large or small, people are
looking for church communities committed to authenticity, open-hearted fellowship,
and a sense of belonging. The message of Scriptural Holiness is more relevant than ever,
and it embraces and challenges all ages. As you will read in the story that follows,
prayer is one way in which a local church can passionately engage its community and
influence change for good. Prayer is foundational to all that we endeavour to do in
missions, whether it be on the local or global scale.
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http://nazarene.org/nmi
https://www.usacanadaregion.org/

566,006 Members 4,271 Fully Organized 2,223 District Licensed and
Churches; 693 Not Yet 11,199 Ordained Ministers
Organized Churches on 73 Districts

250 Missionaries come from
the USA/Canada Region; 14
Missionaries serve on the
USA/Canada Region

PRAYER

e Pray that the prayers of the North Pekin Church will transform
their community and neighborhood.

e Pray that God’s light will permeate every part of our cities
and break through every area of darkness.

PRAISE

e Thank God for the creative ways our churches are finding to
impact and transform their communities through prayers.

e Thank God people find hope and salvation through the Drive-
Through Prayer Events.
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NMI SNAPSHOT

Drive-Through Prayer Makes an Impact in Illinois, USA

The Church of the Nazarene in North Pekin, Illinois recognizes the crucial role of
prayer and has established themselves as a praying church with a midweek prayer
group and spontaneous prayer during Sunday worship. Recognizing their strength in
prayer, they sought to tangibly extend their presence in the community. In June, they
started their Drive-Through Prayer event.
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They created poster board signs and provided dinner to encourage participation.
Through experimenting with different days and times, they found the best moments
for hosting the event, resulting in an improved response from passing cars with drivers
honking and waving in support. Situated along a prominent road with a convenient
circular drive, the church's location proved ideal for this endeavor. Participants could
engage with drivers or simply hold signs on the roadside. Everyone offered prayers for
those passing by, asking the Lord to draw them in. This event has deeply impacted
individuals who have shared their burdens, expressed their need for prayer, and even
accepted Christ. Despite weather challenges, Drive Thru Prayer has gained attention
from passing cars and neighboring residents.

Their goal is simply to be a praying church, bringing light and hope to the dark world
through prayer. As the return of Christ approaches, prayer is the force that pushes
back against the darkness and brings hope and light to those who need it. The North
Pekin Church of the Nazarene is determined to be that source of light and make
prayer a central part of their ministry to the community.

Could You Serve?
Is God calling you to a more creative commitment to join
Him in His mission? For more information, click here.

NMI Central is available in a curated PDF archive.
To read previous editions, click here.
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https://www.facebook.com/NazareneMissionsInternational
https://www.instagram.com/nmiglobal/
http://nazarene.org/nmi
http://nazarene.org/
https://nubo.nazarene.org/index.php/s/RF8nSPD3GLq67aB
https://opportunities.nazarene.org/
https://nubo.nazarene.org/index.php/s/RF8nSPD3GLq67aB
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