
FIFTY GOLDEN YEARS
The Editor

THE PRAYER LIFE OF THE PASTOR
E. E. W ordsworth

THE POLICE OFFICER AND HIS PASTOR
William Goodman

PREACHING HOLINESS IN REVIVALS
Harold Volk

COMMITMENT
Esther Lewis

SEEDS FOR SERMONS
Mendell Taylor

Preaching
Christian
Holiness

50
YEARS

inside...

JANUARY '76



JAM ES McGRAW
Editor

GEORGE E. FAILING  
DONALD SHAFER

Associate Editors

Contributing Editors 
Eugene L. Stow e  
Orville W. Je n k in s  
C h a rle s  H. Strickland  
V. H. Lew is  
G eo rge Coulter 
Edw ard Law lor 

General Superintendents 
Church of the Nazarene

J .  D. Abbott 
Robert W. M cIntyre 
Virgil A. Mitchell 
Melvin H. Snyder

General Superintendents 
The Wesleyan Church

Olen Ellis  
Norval Hadley 
R u ssell M yers 
John L. Robinson

Superintendents 
Evangelical 
Friends Churches

preacher's 
m a g a z i n e

JANUARY, 1976 v o lu m e  51 n u m b e r  1

CO N TEN TS
1 Fifty Golden Y e a r s ................................................ Editorial

4 Letters of Congratulation....................... From other editors

6 The Pastor Deals with Failure
(Servanthood).................................................. c.s. Cowles

8 The Prayer Life of the P asto r................... e. e. Wordsworth

11 Wesleyana: Introduction of
Methodism’s Camp Meeting and

“Mourners’ Bench” ...................................George E. Failing

13 Learning the Secret of V icto ry....................... w. b . w alker

15 The Police Officer and His P a sto r..........william Goodman

16 A Short Course in Human Relations!........Practical Points

17 Commitment.................................................... Esther Lewis

19 Preaching Holiness in R evivals....................... Harold voik

21 Seeds for Se rm o n s.......................................Mendeii Taylor

26 The Starting P o in t.............................................c. Neil strait

28 Gleanings from the G re e k ............................... Ralph Earle

30 Idea Sparks: Printing.....................................Asa h . Sparks

DEPARTM ENTS
Wesleyana, p. 11 □  Preacher's Wife, p. 17 □  In the Study, p. 21 □  Here and 
There Among Books, p. 30 □  Preachers’ Exchange, p. 32 □  Among Ourselves, in
side back cover

Published monthly, for Aldersgate Publications Association by Bea con  Hill P ress of K a n sa s  City, 2923 Troost A ve., K a n sa s  
City, Mo. 64109. Editorial office at 6401 The Paseo, Kansas City, Mo. 64131. Subscription price: $3.00 a year. Second-class 
postage paid at Kansas City, Mo. Address all correspondence concerning subscriptions to your denominational publishing 
house. CHANGE OF ADDRESS: Send us your new address, including "Z IP ” code, as well as the old address, and enclose a 
label from a recent copy. Authors should address all articles and correspondence to Jam es McGraw, 1700 E. Meyer Blvd., 
Kansas City, Mo. 64131.



fmm ̂  E D I T O R

Fifty Golden Years

Fi f t y  y e a r s  a g o ,  without fanfare and with a few hundred ministers 
who paid a dollar a year for their subscriptions, the Preacher’s 

Magazine was launched. Its purpose was explained by Editor James B. 
Chapman: “ For several years we have felt that there is a field for a 
magazine which specializes on theological and sermonic material espe
cially adapted to the requirements of the men and women who are giving 
their lives to the preaching of the Wesleyan doctrine of holiness.”

He went on to say that so far as he knew, there was no such maga
zine then available. “ There are a number of magazines devoted to the 
preacher’s needs,”  he observed, “ but these are of a general character 
and much of their material is unadapted to the needs of men who stand 
for doctrines so definite as do the preachers of the Holiness Movement 
and who drive so constantly for evangelistic results as they do.”

Dr. Chapman presented, probably even better than he realized at 
that time, the basic philosophy of this magazine. He made it very clear 
that it is a holiness journal. Sponsored by the Church of the Nazarene 
and published by the Nazarene Publishing House, no mention is made 
of the denomination nor the publisher’s name. “ The Holiness Move
ment,”  “ the Wesleyan doctrine of holiness,”  and “ holiness preachers” 
are mentioned. “ The magazine will not be sectarian,”  he declared. 
“ The central purpose with the editors and publishers will be to help 
preachers to preach holiness effectively where they are.”

From such statements in the first issue, one can conclude that the 
magazine is designed to serve ministers “ of like precious faith,”  and is 
not to become a denominational organ, exclusively for the use of its 
own pastors.

Dr. Chapman and the others who ventured boldly into this maga
zine would have approved the decision of 1973 which made possible the 
cooperation of the Free Methodists, the Wesleyan Church, the Church 
of the Brethren, the Evangelical Association of Friends, and others to 
participate actively in producing and distributing the journal among 
their ministers. He would be pleased to know that the present circula
tion nears the 15,000 mark, and that a growing number of pastors in 
several other denominations are subscribers.
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Since 1973 the number of college and seminary libraries which sub
scribe to the magazine has increased rather significantly. This is no 
doubt related to the broader appeal due to a more significant participa
tion by sister holiness churches.

Explicit also in the very first editorial was that the nature of the 
magazine was to be for the exclusive use of preachers, and no lay people 
would be permitted to subscribe. “ The plan is to limit the circulation 
of the Preacher’s Magazine,”  Chapman wrote, “ to preachers, so that 
the preacher can be assured that his people are not familiar with his 
‘source’ in this case.”

This policy has played its part in the success and longevity of the 
journal. Preachers do need, and indeed they do appreciate, those sources 
for ideas, sermon thoughts, and devotional materials which are not 
available to all. The preacher’s material is then more likely to be fresh 
and creative than could be possible otherwise. The magazine has 
adhered strictly to the policy. The subscription list is for “ preachers 
only,”  and laymen do not have access to this material except as they 
hear it from the pulpit.

A reading of the first issue suggests also the evangelistic nature of 
the magazine. Holiness evangelism seems to be the keynote. For a num
ber of years now, “ Proclaiming Christian Holiness”  has been a slogan 
appearing on the cover. It is hoped that this shall indeed be prominent 
in our emphasis.

There is refreshing variety in the early issues of the Preacher’s 
Magazine. There is homiletical help from the pen of A. M. Hills, prac
tical illustrations provided each month by Stephen S. White, sermons 
and outlines from C. E. Cornell, B. F. Haynes, C. B. Widmeyer, A. E. 
Sanner, and many others. There are doctrinal discussions by H. Orton 
Wiley and E. P. Ellyson. There are articles by E. E. Wordsworth, Basil 
Miller, and N. B. Herrell. There is a series of articles (and an excellent 
series it is) on “ Church Advertising”  by M. Lunn, and new books are 
discussed each month by P. H. Lunn.

The pages are rich with references to giants of Christian faith. Quo
tations from contemporary authors, notable preachers, and a variety of 
books and periodicals appear frequently. Subject matter in articles and 
editorials ranges from the technical to the practical. One article, by
H. M. Chambers, discusses “ The Ubiquitous Whangdoodle.”  Bemoan
ing the spread of a distracting habit, the author describes it as a vocal 
appendage hung on the end of a word or sentence. “ Sometimes short and 
stubby,”  he writes, like, . .  uh, ah; and again, long drawn out and thin 
—er-r-aw-w-w-w.”  Practical? And apparently needed, then and now. 
Chambers concluded his short article with the exhortation, “ Never 
bump, grunt, or linger on the consonant at the end of a word. The final 
r, prolonged, for instance, sounds like the growl of a dog. Try it and see.”  
(We did, and it does!)

There is a rather startling prophetic note in a quotation from Hal
ford Luccock, who predicts, “ If it ever becomes possible to release the 
great store of energy in the atom, the first use of it will be to construct a 
new bom b.”

The editors were pleased with the response to those first issues. 
Someone wrote Dr. Chapman, “ You did well, but how can you keep up
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such a standard?”  In his typical fashion, Chapman replied, “ We hope to 
make improvements with each succeeding issue, and there will be some
thing new every time.”  The course was set. There was not to be an at
tempt to stay on a high level, but rather to move on to higher levels.

One item in that first editorial hits the target “ right on”  as they say. 
Chapman wrote: “ Perhaps we shall be called presumptuous for suppos
ing that we are competent to help much in so delicate a matter as giving 
assistance to preachers, but our defense is that we expect only to be the 
medium through which the preachers will help one another. Still our 
interest is so keen that we feel willing to bear some odium of criticism if 
only we can help some man or woman to preach our good gospel better.”

Fifty years later, this is heartily reaffirmed. There is nothing we can 
add but “ So let it be.”

Hats off to Past Editors
The present editor is eighth in a succession of men who have served 

the Preacher’s Magazine. Four of the first seven have laid down their 
pens and taken up their crowns in the Church Triumphant, and three 
former editors continue to serve God and the church in various assign
ments.

Among those who have gone to their rewards are James B. Chap
man, who edited the magazine for more than 20 years. He was gifted as 
few men are in the ability to write and speak. He was one of the general 
superintendents of the Church of the Nazarene at the time of his death.

Another was the late Sylvester T. Ludwig, who served for a short 
time but left a lasting impression. The late Dr. L. A. Reed was editor 
while also serving as the first professor of preaching at Nazarene Theo
logical Seminary. The fourth past editor to be promoted to eternal life 
with the redeemed of all ages was Dr. Lauriston J. Du Bois, editor from 
1955 to 1961.

A salute today also to three past editors who are at this writing still 
busy in the work of the Lord. Dr. D. Shelby Corlett was managing editor 
under Dr. Chapman and was editor in 1948, then again assumed this 
responsibility in 1953 and 1954. Dr. Corlett, now retired, continues to 
write and preach. His latest book is God in the Present Tense.

Dr. Norman Oke, editor in 1962 and 1963, is now professor of 
theology at Nazarene Bible College in Colorado Springs. There was not 
one dull issue nor an uninteresting page while he did his work as editor.

The most recent past editor, and today’s best known advocate of 
holiness preaching, is Dr. Richard S. Taylor. He continues to serve the 
church in the Department of Education, coordinating the work of the 
education of the ministry with Executive Secretary Dr. Edward S. 
Mann. Dr. Taylor also teaches a course at Nazarene Theological Sem
inary and continues his writing and preaching ministry. His recent 
book, Return to Christian Culture, has received wide acclaim.

With a cloud of witnesses such as these and the many others who 
helped make the magazine what it is, the editor reaffirms his statement 
in his first editorial (Preacher’s Magazine, July, 1972) “ Scriptural holi
ness is the message, evangelism is the method, and revival in our time 
is the need.”

Hats off to the past, and coats off to the future.
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From other editors . . .

Letters of Congratulation

D ear  D r . M cG r a w :
Any time that a Christian maga

zine celebrates its fiftieth anniver
sary, it is worthy o f special 
commendation by the Christian pub
lic. The Preacher’s Magazine has had 
a constructive ministry across the 
years, and many ministers have been 
blessed by it. Congratulations to you 
on the fiftieth anniversary. May God, 
in his sovereign mercy, grant you 50 
more good years.

With every good wish, I am
Sincerely yours, 
H a r o ld  L in d s e l l  
Christianity Today 

Washington, D.C.

*  *  *

D ear  D r . M cG r a w :
. . .  For fifty years the Preacher’s 

Magazine has been a ministry to the 
ministry. If Jesus tarries, I trust that 
the next fifty years shall see the help
ful, wholesome influence of your pub
lication ever expanding . . .

Most cordially,
H . R o b e r t  C o w le s ,  Editor 

The Alliance Witness 
Nyack, N.Y.

* * *

D ear  D r . M c G r a w :
My colleagues and I are delighted 

to offer you heartiest congratulations 
on the occasion of the Preacher’s 
M agazine’s fiftieth  birthday. It 
speaks well for your editorial policies

that your publication has succeeded 
in surviving the many economic 
storms of the past decades. The mag
azine’s continued stress on the need 
and im portance o f evangelical 
preaching has always struck a wel
come note among professional jour
nals. The Christian Ministry, first 
established as The Pulpit in 1929, is 
junior by several years and is, of 
course, always happy to learn from 
its senior. May you continue to flour
ish!

Wishing you every blessing,
Sincerely yours, 
Jam es M. W a l l  
Editorial Director, 

The Christian Ministry 
and Editor, The Christian Century

*  *  *

Warmest wishes and congratula
tions to the Preacher’s Magazine on 
its fiftieth birthday. May it continue 
to fill the pulpits of the land with 
solid meat and inspiration.

S h e r w o o d  E . W ir t  
Editor, Decision magazine 

Minneapolis, Minn.

* * *

D ear  J im :
. . .  I was pleased to learn that the 
magazine has attained both this age 
and this stature. Beginning with Dr. 
James B. Chapman, who first edited 
the Preacher’s Magazine, you have 
certainly made a tremendous con
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tribution through this magazine, not 
only to the preachers of your own 
denomination but to ours and to 
others . . .

Sincerely,
G e o r g e  E . F a ilin g  

General Editor, The Wesleyan Advocate
* * *

M y dear  D r . M cG r a w :
As one who saw the first issue of 

the Preacher’s Magazine and who 
knew and admired its first editor, Dr. 
J. B. Chapman, I want to join the 
many who will be offering congratu
lations on the achieving of a half- 
century of significant service. What 
we do to enrich the content and en
hance the form of Christian preach
ing is of priceless value to churches 
everywhere. You, your predecessors, 
and your colleagues, have toiled 
fruitfully to gain both of these worthy 
ends. “ To God be the glory!”

P a u l  S . R e e s  
Vice-president at large 

World Vision International
* *  *

D ear  D r . M cG r a w :
Congratulations to you and every

one who has had a part in providing

such a top-notch periodical for pas
tors the past 50 years. We salute all 
of you and pray for God’s blessing 
on the continuing ministry of the 
Preacher’s Magazine.

Cordially,
G . R o g e r  S c h o e n h a ls  

Editor, Free Methodist Pastor 
Managing editor, Light and Life

* * *

D ear  D r . M cG r a w :
From the office of the Herald of 

Holiness, I bring you special greet
ings and congratulations as the 
Preacher’s Magazine celebrates its 
fiftieth anniversary.

Across the years the Lord has 
blessed you and those who preceded 
you in the editor’s chair, and helped 
you to provide an effective tool for 
ministers around the world.

As you begin a second half century 
of proclaiming scriptural holiness, 
you have our prayers that the coming 
days will be the best ever—for His 
glory.

Very cordially yours, 
J ohn  A . K n ight

Editor in Chief 
Herald of Holiness

Doing the Right Thing the Right Way
Sin is worse than a carbuncle upon the conscience and heart of 

men, and it needs opening, but there are some preachers who do not 
think it is open unless it is opened in such a clumsy manner as to cause 
the patient to faint and almost die in the process. Some preachers preach 
the truth in such a way that it is offensive and suggests repulsion rather 
than drawing power. They preach in such a manner that their sermons 
are offensive to the finer sensibilities of refined adults and debasing to 
innocent children. Such preachers are doubtless sincere, but they need 
instruction in divine surgery. They need the refining influence of good 
books and good men, and especially they need the gentling effect of a 
closer walk with the humble Christ, and the tendering of a deeper 
saturation with the Holy Spirit.

—J. B. Chapman
(From the Preacher's Magazine, January, 1926)
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G4LL TO S€RMhNTHOOD
C. S. COWLES, Professor, Northwest Nazarene College

THE PASTOR DEALS WITH FAILURE

“ And they crucified him” (Matt. 27:35)

Th e  p a t h  of pastoral servanthood 
often leads by the way of Geth- 

semane, and sometimes to death. By 
this I am not referring to the cruci
fixion of the old man that ought to 
have occurred near the beginning of 
our spiritual pilgrimage. Nor am I 
thinking of physical death which is 
the faithful servant’s coronation day.

I am speaking about that death 
which one passes through while very 
much alive and with all of his facul
ties about him—namely, failing to 
succeed in our pastoral assignment. 
It comes in many forms—attrition of 
members, harassment by an impen
etrable opposition, defamation of 
character, forced resignation, stress 
leading to a break in health, or the 
cruelest of all pastoral deaths, that of 
being voted out—public execution.

There is no more lonely man in the 
church than the pastor who has grad
ually or suddenly died in a church 
situation. Even his friends in the 
local situation soon run out of pity. 
Colleagues may express condolences, 
but recognize that there is little they 
can do. Doors of new opportunities 
open very slowly or not at all. The 
prevailing emphasis upon success 
which characterizes our sophisticated 
technological age carries over into the

institutional life of the church. There 
is no point in bewailing this fact; it is 
simply something the servant of God 
must face and deal with.

The critical element is, of course, 
the man himself. Failing to succeed 
in an assignment into which he has 
entered wholeheartedly and with the 
conviction of God’s leadership deals a 
severe blow to his own self-image. He 
loses self-confidence. He begins to 
doubt his call or his aptitude for the 
work of professional ministry. He 
flirts with feelings of bitterness. Too 
many have simply lost heart and 
dropped out. This is tragic, partic
ularly in the light of the growing need 
for called, trained, and experienced 
pastoral leadership—not to speak of 
the sheer human agony involved with 
the man and his family.

The facts are, however, that most 
of us will pass through the valley of 
the shadow of professional failure be
fore we lay our burden down— some 
of us several times. It is most impor
tant then that we come to grips with 
failure if we earnestly desire to live 
out all of our days in the work of the 
ministry. So let us begin with the 
most notorious Failure in the history 
of religions, Jesus himself—a Man 
whose ministry was brought to an
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abrupt, untimely, and ignoble end, 
at least from all outward appear
ances.

In his portrait of the historical 
Jesus, each of the evangelists docu
ments the conviction of the Earliest 
Church that unto Jesus has been 
given “ all authority in heaven and on 
earth”  (Matt. 28:18, RSV).* In calm
ing the storm, walking on water, 
feeding the multitudes, and cursing 
the fig tree, the power of Jesus over 
natural forces is taken for granted. 
Also in his miraculous deeds of mer
cy, Jesus’ authority over the supra- 
natural powers is celebrated as a sign 
that the kingdom of God has come 
near (Matt. 12:28).

But when it comes to man, Jesus 
stands in utter weakness. He is 
among them “ as one who serves” 
(Luke 22:27). His service is charac
terized in the extremity by suffering 
and death (Mark 10:45). Just as in
sistently as the evangelists celebrate 
Jesus’ power over heaven and earth, 
so do they portray Him in His weak
ness before men and before the socio
political-ecclesiastical tides that af
fect the lives of men.

Jesus must submit to John’s bap
tism of repentance. He is subject to 
temptations, gets hungry, needs 
sleep, is provoked, depends upon the 
generosity of sympathetic women, is 
not exempt from taxes, experiences 
disappointment, needs human com 
panionship, weeps, shrinks from the 
prospect of death, and feels the agony 
of crucifixion. Jesus will not use His 
power to turn stones into bread or 
alleviate any personal need. He ex
presses a full humanity. He is not 
ashamed of His solidarity with sin
ners. He accepts all the vulnerability 
of human experience.

In His ministry He is weak before 
men. He is rejected at Nazareth, un
welcome at Capernaum, and can do

*From the R evised Standard Version of the Bible, 
copyrighted 1946 and 1952.

no mighty works in some places be
cause of unbelief. Men take offense at 
Him. Some go so far as to ascribe His 
work to the devil. If men will not 
receive Him, there is nothing to do 
but to shake the dust off His feet and 
go on to the next town. The Word 
cannot be guaranteed fruitfulness. 
The evil one cannot be prevented 
from either snatching up the seed 
that is sown or from sowing weeds. 
Jesus cannot cause people to believe 
on Him, nor can He prevent them 
from turning away from His call to 
discipleship. He cannot produce a 
sign which will convince the people 
of His claims.

Jesus is limited in terms of time 
and space. He cannot be everywhere 
at once. Nor can He respond to every 
demand immediately. The blind see, 
the deaf hear, the lame walk; but 
blindness, deafness, and lameness 
persist in the land. He preaches good 
news to the poor, but poverty re
mains. The daughter of Jairus will 
die again. Hunger is not driven out. 
Every service rendered by Jesus for 
the alleviation of human suffering is 
limited, provisional, and temporary.

Jesus places himself at the disposal 
of men, even when His life is at stake. 
The rulers of the people plot His 
death. Judas betrays Him. Peter 
wilts under pressure, and the disci
ples flee into the darkness. He is 
arrested, summoned to trial, sen
tenced, and executed. And He can do 
nothing about it. He cannot call 
10,000 angels to fight for Him. Nor 
can He defend himself. He is not 
exempt from the bitterness of God
forsakenness. The cup of suffering 
must be accepted and emptied. Jesus 
could not deliver John the Baptist 
from the heavy hand of Herod; now 
He cannot save himself. Jesus, the 
servant of God, is manifested among 
men in weakness: the helplessness of 
the cross. “ My God, my God, why 
hast thou forsaken me?”  (Mark 15:
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34). The heavens resound with si
lence.

It is true that the risen Lord gath
ers His Church together under the 
claim that “ all authority in heaven 
and on earth has been given to me” 
but that is a revelation known only to 
the eye of faith. It is true that we too 
shall enter into the joy of His rest if 
we remain faithful; that also must be 
received and believed by faith. In the 
world, Jesus remains as the One cru
cified, the Man of weakness, the suf
fering Servant. Can we expect and 
demand something other?

Grandiose expectations of visible 
success which often accompany a dis
cussion of ministry may not only be 
far-fetched but theologica lly  un
sound as well. It was Dietrich Bon- 
hoeffer who reminded us of a God 
who “ allows Himself to be edged out 
of the world and on to the cross . . .  a 
God who is weak and powerless in the 
world.”  This is more decisive than 
the mere reversal of human norms 
and values; it is a declaration that

the glory of the kingdom of God is 
demonstrated precisely in its lowli
ness, its weakness, and its powerless
ness among men. It is the demon
stration of self-giving love which 
takes as its symbol the cross.

It could well be that our failure to 
succeed in a ministerial assignment 
can be attributed to our lack of exper
tise, our inability to manage people, 
our insensitivity to the dynamics of 
interpersonal relationships, or our 
sloth. Admitting our propensity to 
fall far short of even our own expecta
tions, we dare not throw a blanket of 
blessedness over our own stupidities.

But it could also well be that our 
failure to succeed has nothing to do 
with our ability, our sincerity, our 
earnest effort, but rather is the via 
dolorosa, the way of the cross, through 
which we fulfill our most profound 
ministry of love. “ For even the Son 
of man came not to be ministered 
unto, but to minister, and to give his 
life a ransom for many”  (Mark 10: 
45).

Wesley once said, “ Unless I pray much, I 
lose my spiritual fire.” Pastors today are 
in danger of overlooking this important truth

The Prayer Life of the Pastor
By E. E. Wordsworth*

IN t h e s e  d a y s  we are in constant 
danger of sacrificing the dynamic 

spiritual power of mighty prevailing 
prayer for secondary considerations 
and pressures. Admittedly, we face 
some very real problems. Life situa
tions often conflict with our avowed

* Retired Nazarene elder, Seattle, Wash.

purposes, plans, and desires. “But 
Jesus often withdrew to lonely places 
and prayed”  (Luke 5:15, NIV.)** Re
cently when reading these solemn 
words about my Saviour, I was deep
ly impressed.

**From the New International Version, copyright 
©  1973 by the New York Bible Society International. 
Used by permission.
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There are two priorities for the 
minister— prayer and biblical, expos
itory preaching. “ But we will give 
ourselves continually to prayer, and 
to the ministry of the word”  (Acts 
6:4). W esley observed: “ This is 
doubtless the proper business of a 
Christian bishop [minister].”

St. Paul, likewise, gave priority to 
unceasing prayer and self-sacrificing 
love for the Church and its needs. 
Let us take a searching gaze at this 
man of God, and see his high spir
itual aims for his service in the gos
pel and for his work in behalf of 
believers. And remember that he 
said, “ Be ye followers of me, even as 
I also am of Christ” (1 Cor. 11:1).

1. Paul prayed with mighty pre
vailing prayer for his congregation. 
“ Night and day praying exceedingly 
that we might see your face, and 
might perfect that which is lacking 
in your faith . . . And the Lord make 
you to increase . . . To the end He 
may stablish your hearts unblame- 
able in holiness”  (1 Thess. 3:10-13).

“  Without ceasing I make mention 
of you always in my prayers; making 
request . . . that I may impart unto 
you some spiritual gift, to the end ye 
may be established”  (Rom. 1:9-11).

2. Not only was Paul exemplary as 
a Christian minister in his devoted 
prayer life, but he also urged his 
churches to follow his example. What 
a lesson for all ministers. Note his 
exhortations and leadership:

“ Now I beseech you, brethren, for 
the Lord Jesus Christ’s sake, and for 
the love of the Spirit, that ye strive 
together with me in your prayers to 
God for me; that I may be delivered 
from them that do not believe in 
Judaea”  (Rom. 15:30-31).

“ We should . . .  trust. . .  in God . . .  
that he will yet deliver us; ye also 
helping together by prayer for us” 
(2 Cor. 1:9-11).

“ Praying always with all prayer 
and supplication in the Spirit, and

watching thereunto with all persever
ance and supplication for all saints; 
and for me, that utterance may be 
given unto me, that I may open my 
mouth boldly, to make known the 
mystery of the gospel . . .  as I ought 
to speak”  (Eph. 6:18-20).

“ For I know that this shall turn to 
my salvation through your prayer 
and the supply of the Spirit of Jesus 
Christ”  (Phil. 1:19). “ Continue in 
prayer, and watch in the same with 
thanksgiving; withal praying also for 
us, that God would open unto us a 
door of utterance, to speak . . .  as I 
ought to speak”  (Col. 4:2-4).

“ Finally, brethren, pray for us, 
that the word of the Lord may have 
free course, and be glorified, even as 
it is with you”  (2 Thess. 3:1).

Let us learn the deeply spiritual 
lessons concerning the unity of the 
Body of Christ, the power o f the Spir
it, mighty intercession, and congre
gations growing together in the grace 
of prayer, so that our Christian life 
and service may witness to the 
blessed rulership of the abiding Spir
it. “ Not by might, nor by power, but 
by my spirit, saith the Lord”  (Zech. 
4:6).

“I . . . cease not . . . making men
tion of you in my prayers; that . . . 
God . . . may give unto you the spirit 
of wisdom and revelation in the 
knowledge of him . . . that ye may 
know . . . what is the exceeding great
ness of his power to us-ward who 
believe”  (Eph. 1:16-19).

“ For this cause I bow my knees 
unto the Father . . . that he would 
grant you . . .  to be strengthened 
with might by his Spirit in the inner 
man; that Christ may dwell in your 
hearts by faith; that ye, being rooted 
. . .  in love . . . might be filled with all 
the fullness of God”  (Eph. 3:14-19).

“ We . . .  do not cease to pray for 
you, and to desire that ye might be 
filled with knowledge of his will . . . 
that ye might walk worthy of the
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Lord . . .  strengthened with all might, 
according to his glorious power”  (Col. 
1:9-11).

My dear ministerial brethren, let 
us ask our Heavenly Father to bring 
each of us to a committed life of 
prayer in behalf of others. Such 
prayer should be a natural outflow of 
our burdened hearts.

When the writer served as pastor 
of First Church, Minneapolis, we in
vited W. G. Schurman of Chicago for 
an evangelistic meeting. He said to 
me, “ Keep your church upon her 
knees.”  This I did in Minneapolis, 
and God gave us 2,000 souls in six 
years.

3. Paul earnestly prayed for all 
men everywhere.

“ I exhort therefore, that, first of 
all, supplications, prayers, interces
sions, and giving of thanks, be made 
for all men; for kings and for all that 
are in authority . . .  [to God] who 
will have all men to be saved, and to 
come unto the knowledge of the 
truth”  (1 Tim. 2:1-4).

“ Brethren, my heart’s desire and 
prayer to God for Israel is, that they 
might be saved”  (Rom. 10:1).

“ And on the sabbath we went out 
of the city by a river side, where 
prayer was wont to be made” (Acts 
16:13). “ And it came to pass, as we 
went to prayer, a certain damsel 
possessed with a spirit of divination 
met us”  (Acts 16:16).

A leader of a ministerial conference 
asked the brethren concerning their

prayer life: “ Brethren,”  said he, “ let 
us today make confession before God 
and each other. It will do us good. 
Will everyone who spends half an 
hour every day with God hold up his 
hand.”  One hand was lifted. He 
made further request: “ All who spend 
15 minutes, hold up their hands.” 
Less than half of the hands went up. 
Then he said: “ All who spend five 
minutes, hold up hands.”  All hands 
went up. But one man came later to 
confess he was not quite sure he spent 
even five minutes every day. This is 
a revelation of how little time even 
ministers spend in sincere, earnest 
prayer to God.

There is “ no rule of thumb”  con
cerning the time element of prayer, 
but Wesley said, “ Unless I pray 
much I lose my spiritual heat.”  Let 
us obtain the aid of the Holy Spirit. 
“ Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our 
infirmities: for we know not what we 
should pray for as we ought: but the 
Spirit itself maketh intercession for 
us with groanings which cannot be 
uttered” (Rom. 8:26).

May I humbly say that years ago 
it was clearly revealed to me that I 
must have the Holy Spirit with me 
when praying, and Romans 8:26 illu
minated my inner self, so that I 
quietly waited on bended knees for 
His presence before making my re
quests. By so doing, I have been 
helped again and again.

God bless you, brethren! Let us 
pray!

There is more to life than bread and cars and air-conditioned 
rooms. Perhaps the peculiar malaise of our day is air-conditioned 
unhappiness, the staleness and stuffiness of machine-made 
routine.

— Se le cted
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Introduction of Methodism’s 
Camp Meeting and “Mourners’ Bench

By George E. Failing*

n

A l o n g ,  s t r o n g ,  beautiful life, that 
stretched all the way through 

the first century of American Meth
odism, was that of Rev. Henry 
Boehm. In his stalwart young man
hood, as traveling companion to the 
then enfeebled Bishop Asbury, he 
traversed almost every part of the 
Peninsula (Delaware, eastern shore 
of Maryland, tip of Virginia).

Father Boehm’s Reminiscenses 
cover an ample stretch of time and 
space, and are of a general interest 
that will well repay perusal.

Mr. Boehm was accustomed to act 
as amanuensis for Bishop Asbury, 
when engaged, with his presiding 
elders, in making the appointments. 
On such occasions, not infrequently 
the anxious preachers were disposed 
to importune him to ascertain, if 
possible, what was likely to be their 
fate. The humorous reply with which 
he was accustomed to effect his 
escape when thus waylaid, was: “ Se
cret things belong unto the Bishop; 
but those things which are revealed, 
belong unto the preachers and to 
their children.”  In those days the 
propriety of an appointment was

*Editor, the Wesleyan Advocate

supposed to hinge largely upon the 
condition that both preacher and 
people were kept in profound igno
rance of it until the awful hour of its 
ex cathedra promulgation.

Camp meetings were introduced 
within the Peninsula in 1805. Two 
were held that year on Dover circuit, 
which embraced at that time fully 
one-half of Kent County, Del. The 
first was held in a grove about three 
miles south of Smyrna, on the Dover 
road; and the second at a place called 
Miller’s Mill, a few miles west of 
Dover, and not far from Union 
Church on the present Wyoming cir
cuit.

Modern Methodists are very order
ly and quiet— perhaps even cautious
ly undemonstrative in their camp 
meeting worship. In fact it is not 
impossible we have cultivated the 
comely flowers of decency and order 
so industriously as to materially 
shorten the crop of wheat. But there 
was ofttimes a quaint fervor and 
heartiness— a holy and boisterous en
thusiasm, in the conduct of these ear
ly camp worshippers, contrasting 
somewhat strangely with our present 
polished manners and good behav
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iour. We whisper our prayers, if not 
in the

“ Holy awe, that dares not move;
And all the silent heaven of 

love” ;
at any rate, in the excerise of our 
aesthetic good tastes; and the accom
modating leader of the camp prayer 
meeting thoughtfully sings the Dox- 
ology to announce the occasional 
conversion at the serene altar of sac
rifice.

But at the old-time camp meet
ings, the cries of the stricken peni
tents and the shouts of the liberated 
prisoners were often distinctly heard 
at a distance of three miles! The pow
erful presentation, by our Methodist 
fathers, of the “ glorious gospel” 
from the then novel but truthful 
standpoint of Arminianism, was new, 
striking, and mightily effective in the 
production of overwhelming awaken
ing, and a corresponding anguish of 
repentance. The glorious relief of 
conscious salvation was also propor
tioned to the burden of terrible con
viction. The numbers involved in the 
sweep of these great spiritual tor
nadoes would likewise naturally add 
to the excitement of the individual 
participants; and altogether it is not 
at all wonderful that the noise of the 
primitive camp meeting was ofttimes 
like the “ sound of many waters.” 
This will appear even the less re
markable when we read the salva
tion statistics of these meetings.

The young itinerant, Henry 
Boehm, was the first secretary of the 
first camp meeting association; and 
was charged with the spiritual book
keeping of the meetings, so far as 
tangible and visible results were con
cerned. The following is a summary 
of his record for the first meeting 
near Smyrna:

On the first day, there were 47 per
sons converted and 9 wholly sanctified. 
The results of the second day were 100 
converted and 75 wholly sanctified. The

next morning there were 62 converted 
and 53 wholly sanctified. In the Pente
costal tornado of Sunday and Sunday 
night, there were 420 converted and 190 
wholly sanctified. And during the entire 
meeting there were 1,100 persons con
verted and 600 wholly sanctified.

At the second meeting, near Dover, “ so 
mightily grew the Word of God, and pre
vailed,”  that there were 1,320 professions 
o f conversion and 916 of entire sanctifi
cation. When we consider the disparity 
between the population of these rural dis
tricts and that of Jerusalem at the solemn 
festive gathering of Pentecost; when we 
remember the supernatural advantages 
attending the Apostolic ministry, and 
their nearness to the startling events of 
the redemption they proclaimed; we are 
constrained to the declaration that the 
spiritual results above given have never 
been exceeded in the history of the Chris
tian Church.

Neither the institutions, usages, nor 
methods o f our church were ever invented 
or devised; but were rather expedients— 
the spontaneous outgrowths of newly 
recognized exigencies. For more than 
three decades from the beginnings by 
Strawbridge and Embury, no special 
arrangement was devised for the accom 
modation of penitents seeking pardon. 
The custom seems to have been for them 
to pray as best they could, wherever 
they might happen to be seated; or, per
chance to kneel in their place; or, if 
mightily convicted, to fall upon the floor, 
writhing and wailing in the agony of their 
penitential sorrow.

Probably the first Methodist preacher 
who ever invited awakened sinners to 
leave their places in the congregation, 
and to come forward and kneel at the 
“ altar”  or Communion rail, was Rev. Dr. 
Chandler. The innovation was introduced 
in 1799, at Bethel, near Chesapeake City, 
then called “ Back Creek Church,”  on 
Cecil circuit. About a score of persons 
accepted the novel invitation; among 
whom was the later renowned Laurence 
Laurenson. “ That,”  says Mr. Boehm, 
“ was the first time I ever saw or heard 
of mourners being invited to the altar.”  
The result of the experiment proved its 
utility. The interest became concen
trated; penitents were much more con
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veniently counseled ; the m eetings 
became more orderly; and thus the un
premeditated expedient of this humble 
but mighty Methodist revivalist, intro
duced in this little Peninsula chapel, 
has gradually been adopted throughout 
Methodism; and indeed, substantially so, 
by all the evangelical churches o f Chris
tendom. And the Methodist “ mourners’ 
bench,”  once so mercilessly ridiculed by 
our sister churches, has, under some 
form and name, come to be universally 
recognized as an important factor in the

successful conduct of revival meetings. 
(By Rev. Robert W. Todd in Methodism  
of the Peninsula, published by Methodist 
Episcopal Book Rooms, Philadelphia, 
1886.)
Note: In W esley’s Journal there is no 
reference that I have found concerning 
“altar calls. ”  I have visited the Bristol 
(England) Methodist Church, the first 
Methodist Church, erected in 1739, and 
I  was told that inquiry rooms were used 
there to assist and instruct seekers. 
G. E. F.

Learning the Secret of Victory
By W. B. Walker*

IN P h ilip p ia n s , the Apostle Paul 
says, “ I have learned . . (4:11). 

He was not in the process of learning, 
but he said, “ I have learned.”  As 
this famous preacher, writer, and 
leader looked back over the road of 
life, he said, “ I have learned.”  It 
appears that he had graduated with 
high honors.

Paul was in a dark and dingy dun
geon, but the prison walls did not cut 
off his communication with his Lord, 
nor dim his glorious prospects of the 
future. Let us notice some of the les
sons that Paul learned along the way 
of life.

He learned the secret of rejoicing. 
“ Rejoice in the Lord alway: and 
again I say, Rejoice”  (v. 4). Rejoicing 
is beneficial to the physical man. “ A 
merry heart doeth good like a medi
cine.”  The Christian does not rejoice 
in misunderstandings, in bereave
ments, in trials, in afflictions, in sor
rows, but he can “ rejoice in the 
Lord.”  Paul did not say that we 
should rejoice in our hardships and

*Nazarene Evangelist, Bethany, Okla.

temptations, but he did say, “ Rejoice 
in the Lord.”

The Apostle learned the lesson of 
trust. “ Be careful for nothing.”  (v. 
6). Another rendering of this passage 
is, “ Be not anxiously solicitous for 
anything.” Anxiety cannot change 
the state of anything from bad to 
good, but to fret and become impa
tient will certainly injure the soul. 
David said, “ Cast thy burden upon 
the Lord, and he shall sustain thee: 
he shall never suffer the righteous to 
be moved.”  Dr. William Arnot in 
commenting on the Philippian pas
sage says, “ Be careful for nothing, 
prayerful for everything, and be 
thankful for all things.”

“ Ah, Nancy,”  said a gloomy Chris
tian to a domestic employee who 
was Spirit-filled and trustful, “ it is 
well enough to be happy now, but 
suppose you should have a spell of 
sickness, and be unable to work; or 
suppose your present em ployers 
should move away, and no one else 
should give you anything to do, or 
suppose . . “ Stop!”  cried Nancy. 
“ I never supposes. The Lord is my
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shepherd, and I know I shall not 
want. And, honey, it’s all them ‘sup
poses’ as is making you so miserable. 
You had better give them up and just 
trust the Lord.”

There is to be found the secret of 
prayer in this Philippian letter. “ But 
in every thing by prayer and suppli
cation with thanksgiving let your 
requests be made known unto God” 
(v. 6). “ By prayer” —solemn applica
tion to God from a sense of want. 
“ Supplication” —continuance in ear
nest prayer. “ With thanksgiving” — 
for innumerable favors already re
ceived; for dangers, evils, and even 
death which was turned aside. Prayer 
is presenting our petitions unto the 
Lord. Supplication is pleading long 
and with deep earnestness. Thanks
giving is to express our sincere appre
ciation for manifold blessings already 
received.

He who discovers the secret of 
peace has found out a great secret in 
the Christian life. The Apostle says, 
“ And the peace of God, which pass- 
eth all understanding, shall keep 
your hearts and minds through Christ 
Jesus”  (v. 7). The writer calls it the 
“ peace of God.”  Perhaps this is be
cause of its origin. It is imported 
peace, because it did not come from 
this world of strife. It is greater than 
any earthly peace because no man 
can dispossess you of it. It passes all 
understanding—the understanding 
of the world, the understanding of 
the Christian himself, and the under
standing of angels. This peace “ gar
risons”  the heart and mind of the 
Christian. While living in a war-torn 
world, we may have the peace of God 
that produces rest and tranquility of 
soul. David said, “ Rest in the Lord.” 

Another secret of victory is con
tentment. “ For I have learned, in 
whatsoever state I am, therewith to 
be content. I know both how to be 
abased, and I know how to abound” 
(vv. 11-12). Man by nature is a dis

contented creature. Too many people 
feel that the world owes them some
thing.

A lovely child of wealthy parents 
was brought to the poet-artist, Blake. 
Sitting in his worn clothes, amidst 
poverty, he looked at her kindly for a 
long while without speaking, and 
then stroking her long, bright curls, 
said, “ May God make this world to 
you, my child, as beautiful as it has 
been to me.”  Many of us are still 
learning to be content, but Paul has 
learned to be contented with chang
ing states. He says, “ I have learned 
both.”  May we so live that we shall 
be able to say, “ Put me where you 
will, and I will make it a paradise. 
Give me children and I will be happy, 
take them away and I still have that 
which will make me happy.”

Furthermore, the Apostle learned 
the secret of spiritual supplies. “ But 
my God shall supply all your need 
according to his riches in glory by 
Christ Jesus”  (v. 19). Humanity has 
varied needs, but I believe our Lord 
can supply these needs according to 
His riches in glory. The Apostle did 
not say, “ He shall supply some of 
your needs.”  But He shall “ supply all 
your need.”  Are you wounded? He is 
Balm. Are you sick? He is Medicine. 
Are you naked? He is your Cloth
ing. Are you poor? He is your Wealth. 
Are you hungry? He is your spiritual 
Bread. Are your thirsty? He is the 
Water of Life. Are you in debt? He is 
your Surety. Are you in darkness? He 
is your Sun. Have you a house to 
build? He is the Rock on which to 
build it. Are you to be tried? He is 
your Advocate. To deck Him and set 
Him forth, nature culls her finest 
flowers. The skies contribute their 
stars, the sea gives up its pearls. 
From fields, rivers, and mountains, 
the earth brings the tribute of her 
gems.

Learn to put your trust in Him, 
for He will supply all your need.
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What does a Christian police officer think 
when he sees the indifference in the pastor’s 
attitude toward the victims of crime?

The Police Officer 
and His Pastor

By Patrolman William Goodman*

Po l i c e  c a r  #352 and I were dis
patched to a church on a bur

glary. As I entered the church, the 
minister stopped me and asked if I 
would leave my nasty revolver out
side. I told the minister that the gun 
was only a piece of metal dedicated 
to non-violence and peace, even as I 
was there as a peace officer. The min
ister said, “ I hate guns; forget the 
report if you insist on wearing it in 
here.”

A burglar was apprehended com
ing out of a residence that he had 
just broken into. The suspect broke 
from the officers and ran shouting, 
“ Get out of my way, I’ll kill you!”  I 
caught the man two blocks away and 
had to physically subdue him. As I 
was wrestling the man to the ground, 
putting a hold on him to handcuff 
him, a priest appeared and shouted, 
“ My God, man, let him alone. You’re 
going to break his arm. That kind of 
brutality is unnecessary.”

If ministers and churches would 
begin to back police officers in Amer
ica, there might be a chance to 
reduce crime. Police officers con
stantly see ministers aiding, counsel-

•Kansas City Police Department

ing, lifting, and supporting crime 
suspects and convicted criminals. 
Churches are putting forth great 
efforts for better jails, better equip
ment in prisons, and more fun and 
recreation for convicted criminals.

Crime has increased 348 percent in 
the last decade. Three out of 100 
criminals are indicted, only three 
percent of those tried are jailed. Two 
men caught on the inside of a resi
dence ready to remove property from 
within were apprehended. One had 
been convicted 17 times, the other 32 
times. Both were set free on tech
nicalities. A man just released from 
prison on a narcotics v iolation , 
caught with narcotic paraphernalia 
and heroin residue, was apprehended 
but was released on a technicality. 
Two men caught removing a stove 
and refrigerator from an apartment, 
were put on probation.

Police officers wonder why the 
church is silent about crime in the 
community; why the church doesn’t 
get vocal about law and order. I 
asked one minister why there was 
such a gap between law officers and 
the church since we are both against 
evil, are both in the fight for righ
teousness. His reply: “ Well, we fight
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sin, not crime. Cops use violent 
methods.”  This seems to be the gen
eral attitude conveyed by most min
isters and churches. Many police 
officers view the church as merely a 
philosophical organization whose on
ly fight is in terms of meaningless 
words.

The church should be one organ
ization that the police officer can 
count on to resist those forces which 
would pervert the system of justice 
in our nation while crime increases. 
One minister stated, “ Politics are too 
corrupt for me to become involved.”  
What a sad indictment of a great 
nation.

Seven hundred thousand law en
forcement officers in America hear 
people say, “ I wouldn’t want your job 
for love nor money.”  Police officers 
feel called to the high moral stan
dards and pure principles of law 
enforcement, while it is one of the 
lowest paid professions in our society. 
They receive low wages for the awe
some responsibility of putting their 
lives on the line for the safety and 
peace of others. During disaster and 
calamity, others flee; the police offi
cer moves in to face the holocaust.

Why don’t ministers and churches 
work and campaign to get better pay 
and working conditions for police 
officers? Churches ought to look at 
some of the deplorable police sta
tions, some of the shortages in equip
ment used to fight the increasing 
wave of crime.

In many cities, police departments 
welcome people to ride along and get 
a firsthand description of what the 
community is like. Ministers ought 
to take advantage of these opportu
nities.

At 10 o ’clock at night most of 
America goes to bed. The community 
darkens and criminals move. Fear, 
hate, and danger raise their ugly 
heads, but are apprehended by police 
officers. All of this happens every

night while the minister and his con
gregation sleep. But then, again, so
ciety sleeps during the day while 
crime runs rampant.

Practical 
Points that make 

a difference

A Short Course  
in Human Relations!

Dear Son:
Ann Landers has not yet become as 

authoritative as Paul, but she says 
some mighty fine things that at times 
reflect Paul. Among her interesting 
comments is a quotation from a reader 
involving:

The six most important words in the 
English language: “ I admit I made a 
mistake.”

The five most important words: 
“ You did a good job.”

The four most important words: 
“ What is your opinion?”

The three most important words: “ If 
you please.”

The two most important words: 
“ Thank you.”

The one most important word: 
“ W e.”

The least important word: “ I .”
Not bad advice to a preacher of the 

gospel, do you think?

Love,
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^  -I l  xL r~ i r* u -  r~ I EARL C. WOLF, Executive DirectorC o m p ile d  by the G enera l Stew ardship Com m issio n  | DON W|LDE omce Edlt0r

HE ID EA  O F C O N S E R V A T IO N  is strongly em phasized in 
the pastoral m inistry. In fact, the holiness churches were 
brought into being for the prim ary purpose of conserving 
the results of holiness evangelism . The pastoral ministry 
must, therefore, seek to stabilize the congregation in a 
settled Christian experience and also lead the people into a 
life of usefulness in the kingdom  of G od.

It som etim es appears that the emphasis of this type of 
m inistry to the church  has been weak. So many seek Christ 
at the altar but do not becom e settled in the Christian life. 
Should we not face ourselves in a frank consideration of our 
weakness at this point?

Have we stressed the em otional accom panim ents at the 
expense of gro u n d in g the faith of our people on the W ord 
of God? Em otional m anifestations are fluctuating. In times 
of trial only the safe foundation of the W ord of G od will give 
stability and endurance to the ch ild  of G od.

Have we stressed the experience of entire sanctification 
as the end of the Christian life? We must stress the necessity 
of entire sanctification as an experience but not as a finality 
that, when reached, precludes the necessity for further 
pursuit of spiritual life. M aturity in Christian holiness comes 
through years of growth in Christian grace.

Have we em phasized the Christian concept in terms of 
"e xp e rie n ce " and not sufficiently in terms of "life"?  Spiritu-

• G eneral Superintendent S trickland

A CO N SERVIN G  M INISTRY

m



al experience, that of the new birth, is the door to spiritual 
life. Entire sanctification cleanses the heart and adm its the 
born-again person into the life of holiness. The ind ividual's 
obligation is to explore the spiritual territory open to him 
through the door of experience.

W e need in today's pulpits a more understanding m in
istry to conserve our evangelistic efforts. As m uch as we 
value the w ork done at our altars, we must realize that p eo 
ple have personality problem s, health problem s, hom e 
problem s, social problem s, and a great deal of “ heaviness 
through m anifold tem ptations." W e are called to be m in
isters, to be shepherds, to be lovers of people, to be healers 
of souls as well as to proclaim  a gospel that is adequate for 
this day.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS FORM

PASTOR— a Service to You

When you change address, fill in the form below and mail to the General Secretary.

Name . Date of Change .

New Address 

C ity _________ . State Zip

Name of C h urch .

New Position: Pastor (

Former A ddress______

Former Church ______

Evang. ( ); Other _

All official records at Headquarters and periodicals checked below will be changed 

from this one notification.

Check Herald o f Holiness ( ); World M ission  ( ); Preacher's Magazine ( );

Other

(Clip and send to the General Secretary, 6401 The Paseo, Kansas City, Mo. 64131.)

L---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------i
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CHURCH SCHOOLS

Plan now  
SPRING 

SUNDAY SCHOOL DRIVE

is foci
Celebrate with 

A M illion Six in '76 
On Easter Sunday

(April 18)

CH U RCH  SCH O O LS

T
L  i t M i  “ Monday Night Is 

f l f f t  Family Night"

CHRISTIAN FAMILY LIFE

See last m onth's Preacher's M agazine  (D ecem ber), C h u rch  Schools page for 
full details.

Pastor: To tear out this form may be the best th ing you've ever done for 
your church families.

Nazarene Publishing House 
Post Office Box 527 
Kansas City, Mo. 64141

Please R U SH  me one Fam ily Life Starter Kit, U-1200 .............................. $7.50

N am e___________________________________________________________________

A d d re ss__________________________________________________ Z ip ------------------
city state

(Note: A ll items in packet usable in the program .)
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GOT A MESSAGE TO ICLIVER ?
Let Nazarene communications help you.

"Showers of Blessing' 
16-mrn. Films 
TV Spots 
Radio Spots 
Cable TV Info 
NIS
Slide Sets 
Write:
Nazarene 
Communicatior 
6401 The Paser 
Kansas City,
Mo. 64131



NAZARENE WORLD MISSIONARY SOCIETY

PRAYER AND SELF-DENIAL 
PRECIPITATES 

GREAT REVIVAL 
IN  !

YOU CAN FILL IN THAT BLANK 
WITH THE NAME OF YOUR CHURCH, PASTOR . . .  

IF YOU'RE WILLING TO PAY THE PRICE.

Give to your congregation unreservedly this year an example 
and encouragement to:

Read diligently God's Word

Talk fervently with Him

Meaningfully deny self in order to more adequately serve and 
love Him.

Have you had your PRAYER AND SELF-DENIAL commitment 
service? That's not a bad way to start a new year . . . and you 
may find yourself filling in that blank!
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CHURCH SCHO O LS (VBS)

IfouV be happy, too
When you see our... New

VBS Materials



PASTOR: I t ’s time to order!

1 JflLlftffS

C L E R G Y ’S  F E D E R A L  
IN C O M E  T A X  G U ID E  

Revised by F. H. Heath fo r 1975 
Returns
Includes tax laws through October, 
1975. Exam ples and nontechnical ex
planations are easy to follow, helping 
the pastor or evangelist get his full 
return. 64 pages. 8 V2 x 11” . Paper 

$2.95
NOTE: Available Decem ber 15, 1975

T H E  M I N I S T E R S  M A N U A L  
D oran’s 1976 edition 
Edited by Charles L. Wallis 
For over 50 years a valuable resource 
book for busy pastors. Offers p rac
tical, around-the-year material for 
pulpit and pastoral m inistries. Five 
indexes. 280 pages. Hard board.

$5.95

C O N T R IB U T IO N  
R E C E I P T  F O R M  

An important reference for regular 
contributors when figuring their in
com e tax. S p a ce  is provided for filling 
in money given through the various 
departments. Be sure your trea
surer knows about this form.
5 V2 x 8V4” .
R-70 Pad of 100 for 75c

NAZARENE PU BLISH IN G  HOUSE • Post Office Box 527, Kansas City, M issouri 64141



HOME MISSIONS

FOCUS ON

GROWTH
Presented by the Department of Home Missions R. W. Hum 

Executive Secretary

1976—the Year of 
Your New Church

ANUARV 1, 1976 launches 
the “ Y e a r of the New 
Church."

For citizens of the United 
States, especially, the theme is 
appropriate.

No better theme could have 
been devised in connection 
with the U.S. Bicentennial ob
servance than this declaration 
of independence from sin 
which is inherent in the 
launching of new churches.

The best part is that every 
pastor can participate in the 
Bicentennial observance by 
sponsoring the birth of a new 
church.

Through the organization of 
n e w c h u r c h e s ,  N a z a r e n e s  
from around the world can be 
a part of this celebration 
which, for us at least, will 
transcend national boundaries

in a worldwide birth of spiritu
al freedom.

If your church has already 
had the privilege of assisting 
in the birth of a daughter 
church, it may be time to "en
large the family" by reaching 
out to still another un
churched neighborhood with 
an invitation to newness of life 
in Christ.

If your church is still young 
itself, you can nurse it along to 
maturity through strengthen
ing the missionary instinct to 
share the gospel with others.

T h r o u g h o u t  1976 these 
pages in Nazarene Focus will 
be "Mission Central" for news 
of what you and your col
leagues are doing to extend 
the ministry of the church, 
YO U R church, wherever there 
are needs that must be met.
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HOME MISSIONS

Churches Are Born to Grow!

T h e  l a r g e s t  c h u r c h  we
have began small.

Some of our largest church
es are located where the ob
stacles to growth have been 
greatest.

There is no reproach in be
ing a small church; the danger 
comes when we just accept it 
and then become satisfied.

Some small churches, like 
some Christians, have settled 
for mediocrity.

Every church was born to 
grow. Your church is no ex
ception.

Every healthy Church of the 
Nazarene should gain new 
ground for Christ each year.

Perhaps that new ground 
will include the launching of a 
daughter church with the fi
nancial contributions and at
tendance figures being tallied 
through the mother church 
for at least three years or until 
the "baby" is ready to con
tinue "on its own."

Every church is born to 
grow. Growth and life are in
separable companions.

Your Church Could  
Win This Award!

PASTORS should be aware of the Growing Church 
Achievement Program for 1976, a program which provides 
recognition for all sizes of growing churches.

One award is made to the church on each district with less 
than 50 members which achieves outstanding growth and de
velopment evaluated on evangelistic outreach, general min
istry, and community involvement.

The second award is made to the larger church on each 
district which achieves growth and distinguishes itself in home 
missionary endeavor by sponsoring a new church, giving 5 
percent of its total income for district home missions, and giv
ing a sizable offering to launch a new work.

Honorable mention awards are given to the runner-up 
churches in each category.

The awards are made available by the Department of 
Home Missions. Selection of the award-winning churches is 
done on the district level.
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HOME MISSIONS

The General  Church  Loan Fund—

What Every Pastor Should Know

IF  MONE\ concerns you, you should know about the General 
Church Loan Fund.

It could play a very important part in the financial program 
of your church, especially if your church is under five years old.

The General Church Loan Fund is not only the savings 
bank of the church, but it is also a lending institution designed 
specifically to make loans to home mission churches for con
struction or purchase of their first building units.

The very pulpit from which you are now preaching may 
have been built through assistance from the General Church 
Loan Fund. Approximately 1,000 churches have been built with 
this help since 1948.

The next church that calls you may even now be waiting 
for a loan which it cannot receive because the General Church 
Loan Fund does not have enough funds for all who qualify.

It really is important that every pastor understand and 
actively promote the General Church Loan Fund. It is a way of 
making sure there will always be churches where pastors and 
laymen alike can serve God.

Overseas Bible Colleges 
Need Donations of Books

M i s s io n  d is t r i c t  Bible
colleges have great need to 
build up their libraries for the 
training of young ministers.

Recently European N aza
rene Bible College was great
ly helped when Rev. George 
Galloway donated his library 
to the school.

Dr. Raymond W. Hurn, ex
ecutive secretary of the De
partment of Home Missions,

says that Nazarene ministers 
who are retired or are ap
proaching retirement might 
wish to donate their libraries 
specifically to our Bible col
leges so that they might con
tinue to make their contribu
tion to the preaching ministry.

Those who wish to make 
such a contribution may con
tact Dr. Hurn for details.
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-IOME MISSIONS

Four Source Books
F o u r  n e w  s o u r c e  b o o k s  on
church growth from the Nazarene Pub
lishing House were written to help you 
grow.

To the City with Love: A Source Book 
on Urban Ministry, by Dr. Neil Wise
man, head of the department of religion 
at Trevecca Nazarene College. Dr. Wise
man has made an intensive study of the 
urban church from coast to coast. He 
acknowledges that no two situations are 
exactly alike, but in his examples of suc
cessful Nazarene ministry in an urban 
context there are numerous “clues" that 
could unlock successful urban ministries 
for you.

The Crowing Congregation, by Dr. 
Paul Benjamin, is a practical application 
of New Testament growth principles. If 
you really want your congregation to 
grow, you will want this book.

Where Would You Plant
^ ) u R  STUDY WALLS may be plastered 
with battle plans, but who will get out to 
the battle?

God has a plan for reaching the lost, 
and that plan includes you and me.

Do you know a neighborhood of need 
where there are unevangelized people?

Will you help us decide where new

to Help You Grow
A Source Book on Church Buildings 

and Architecture, by Dr. James McGraw, 
editor of the Preacher's Magazine and 
Nazarene Theological Seminary profes
sor. This book has been needed for a 
long time. We need buildings designed 
with the distinctive characteristics of 
Nazarene worship and fellowship in 
mind. This book ties it all together and 
is a "must" for any pastor contemplat
ing a building program.

Take Down the " Keep O ut" Signs, by 
Rev. Millard Reed, pastor of Nashville 
First Church. Rev. Reed tells how to 
make people feel wanted and needed. 
He explains how his "Circles of Con
cern" bring newcomers into close and 
meaningful fellowship and allow the 
growing church to maintain its intimate 
pattern of discipleship.

an Outreach Fellowship?
work should be launched by telling us 
about one such community of need?

Every pastor who sends in his nomina
tion on the form below will receive a 
personal copy of The Growing Congre
gation, by Dr. Paul Benjamin, as a gift in 
recognition of his interest in being part 
of a growing church.

Nomination Form

YES, I want to be part of a growing church.
Here is my nomination for a community of need where we could and should start 
new work as soon as possible.

City or tow n:_________________ __________________
State:____ _______________________ ______________
District:_______ ________________________________

(Additional nominations also welcome.)
My name: _______________________________________________________________
Street: __________________________________________________________________

Church:

16L
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EVANGELISM

The Department of Evangelism is happy to recommend...

HANDBOOK FOR 
CARING CHRISTIANS

By Evelyn Stenbock 

for broad distribution to your laymen

Here is a simple, practical guide to Christian service. It is the 
answer for those who want to do something for the Lord and 
for others, but just don't know how to go about it.

Handbook for Caring Christians will prove valuable in develop
ing the evangelistic potential of every Christian.
56 pages. Paper. $1.25

Available from the 
Nazarene Publishing House
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for
VlorW

cwtmgeffism

STEWARDSHIP

Three great 
brochures

on request

Also available:
Stencils and glossies 

for
Thanksgiving 

and 
Easter 

Offering promotion
Write:
The General Stewardship Commission

16N



W ORLD MISSION

1976 Student 
Mission Corps

prepares for a spiritual invasion of

THE

Pra\
You can be involved

' SANTO DOMINGO

tese studeni
Give* to the SMC project 

'ssip about the exciting Nazarene 
missions

You are a part of.
^ 1 0  Ftercent Approved Specials available



IFE IN CO M E

Consider

HORIZONS POOLED 
INCOME FUND
for greater growth potential.
A charitable contribution you make now can be 
"pooled" with gifts from other Christians, and each 
of you will receive your share of all income the pool 
earns each year. Because your gifts work together, 
the combined pool offers greater potential for in
come growth. Capital gains taxes are eliminated— 
and you get income tax deductions too. Write for 
more information today.

Take a wise look ah ead

PLANNED 
GIVING

_  PROGRAM S

Div. of Life Income Gifts & Bequests
A ttn : Rev. Robert W. Crew

C H U R C H  OF THE NAZARENE 
6401 The Paseo 
Kansas City, Mo. 64131

Rev. Crew:
Please send me, without obligation, more infor
mation on Horizons Pooled Income Funds.

Mrs.
M iss

A ddress

C ity

S ta te  _____ __ ____________________________ Zip

Birth D ate ____  Tel.
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CH RISTIAN  SERVICE TRAININ<

f
Meet the 
new editor 
of the 
"Herald of 
Holiness".

JOHN A. KNIGHT

" Author )̂f 
the 1976 

Jggf"^ ' denomina- 
tion-wide 
study. . .

IN HIS LIKENESS

Let’s have 
every-member 
participation!

FEBRUARY and MARCH 
1976

i For additional information 
\  contact your J

CST director or pastor.
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Presenting the designs...

Pastor’s Remembrance Plan 
Public-Relations Program

A system atic method for recognizing those specia l occasio ns of your mem
bers and for contacting prospects. Requires an investment of just pennies 
per member and only minutes of time each week.

Designed with dignity and beauty, appropriately express
ing in prose, scripture, and prayer the love and interest of 
a pastor. Printed on a rich-grain card stock. 4 Vi x 5%"'. 
Matching envelope.

GREETING  CARDS
G-751 “ A B irth day Prayer from Your P a sto r”
G -752 “ An A n n iversary  Prayer from Your P a sto r”
G -753 “A Prayer in the Tim e of Illn ess from  Yo u r P asto r" 
G -754  “ A Prayer in the Hour of B ereavem ent from  Your 

P a sto r”
P a cka g e  of 12 (id en tica l ca rd s) $1.50

RECORD S U PP LIE S

R -1 2 4  IN S T R U C T IO N  S H E E T . O u tlin e s the procedures 
for the P asto r's  R em em b rance  Plan. FREE

R -1 2 5  F A M ILY  R E C O R D  C A R D . P rovides sp a ce  for re
quired inform ation. S ize , 4 x 6 " .

P acka ge  of 50 for $ 1 .2 5 ;  2 pkgs. for $ 2 .0 0

prayer
jj j the hour
° '  bereavement

R-126 C H U R C H  R EC O R D  DATA S H E E T . Fou r se ctio n s  
(days) per sheet for en terin g b irthd ays, a n n i
versaries, and other inform ation on that date. 
S ize , 8" x 11”. P acka ge  of 100 for $2.50

R-127 V IN Y L  B IN D E R . 3-ring, l O x l l 1/-/'. $2.00
S-5 3 7  M O N T H LY  IN D E X  D IV ID E R S . B lack  leather tab s 

for three-ring binder. Set, $2.30
S-1 4 6  R E C O R D  C A R D  F IL E  BOX. For R -125 card s. $3.50

NOTE: Suggested quantities for church of 150 in attendance: 100 R-125; 100 
R-126; 150 Birthday; 50 each of Anniversary, Illness, and Bereavement.

P a s to r-

If you have not yet made this 
PASTOR'S REMEMBRANCE PLAN 
a part of your total ministry, you will 
want to join the hundreds of pastors 
already using it with success.

NAZARENE PUBLISH ING  HOUSE
POST OFFICE BOX 527, KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI 64141



Wife I
ESTHER LEWIS

Commitment

A  f e w  b o o k s  and many articles 
have been written about the 

role and responsibilities of the min
ister’s wife. Sometimes these authors 
make it seem like a complex and 
difficult place for a woman to fill. 
I really do not agree with this con
cept.

If a woman loves God with all her 
soul, mind, and strength she has an 
excellent foundation on which to 
build her life as a minister’s wife. 
Then if she truly loves her husband 
—with all that involves—she can 
have a happy life in the parsonage.

In putting God first and under
standing that her husband has been 
called of God to minister to people, 
the wife can also love the church 
and the people of the parish. She will 
not find it difficult to be a happy 
minister’s wife.

We need happy and contented 
women in our parsonages. The church 
needs them, the ministers need them, 
the children need them, the people 
need them, and God needs them.

The first priority for any minister’s 
wife must be that she have a total 
commitment of her life to God and 
His will for her. A woman who is com-

Our writer for the coming quarter will be Mrs. 
Esther Lewis, wife of V. H. Lewis, general 
superintendent, Church of the Nazarene.

January, 1976

mitted to God will entrust her life 
and future to Him with reliance and 
assurance. Her situation will really 
be under His control. This commit
ment must be constant and active 
each day.

We know of people who have been 
very committed to causes, and their 
strong commitment has determined 
the course of their lives. It is possible 
to have an intense commitment to a 
cause that is wrong. Hitler is an 
example of one who chose the wrong 
cause and thus his life went in a di
rection that led to horrible failure 
and death, not only for him but for 
thousands of others.

What a privilege it is for a woman 
to be so totally committed to God’s 
plan for her that she can be assured 
she is walking in the right direction. 
This is total commitment—active 
and constant—that settles many 
things for her as the future unfolds. 
Many of her questions will already 
have answers by the time she thinks 
to ask them.

Commitment also involves obe
dience. Christ said, “ If anyone will be 
a follower of mine, he must leave 
self behind”  (NEB).** Denying self 
is a part of commitment. We try so

**From The New English Bible, © the Delegates 
o f the Oxford University Press and the Syndics of 
the Cambridge University Press, 1961, 1970. Re
printed by permission.
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hard to hang on to self and our own 
rights. To deny self does not mean 
self-inflicted suffering. It does not 
mean withdrawal or isolation. It is a 
denial of our own selfish plans and 
desires. Each woman can remember 
that God’s plans for her are made 
from His wisdom and His compas
sion. When I think of this I have a 
sweet assurance that things are right 
when I keep my commitment cur
rent.

Christ also said, “ Take up your 
cross and follow me.”  Follow is an 
action word. It is a continuing word 
—follow all the way through to com 
pletion. These are not the instruc
tions from this writer or any other 
person. They are from Christ. No 
assignment is too high or too low 
when it is for God.

Each day with all of its activities 
must be committed to God. All plans 
are subject to change if He allows 
other things to upset our plans. Inter
ruptions should not cause too much 
frustration if my day is truly com
mitted to Him. There is real happi
ness in knowing today and all of my 
tomorrows are in God’s hands. It can 
be interesting and challenging to see 
just what God will allow to come into 
my life each day.

Real com m itm ent brings true 
greatness. Genuine greatness is not 
given; it is earned. It is not necessar
ily found in the bright lights, or even 
in Who’s Who. It is discovered in the 
research laboratory, in the artist’s 
studio or the performing artist’s prac

tice room, by the bedside of a sick 
one, or in many other places of ser
vice.

Christ made it plain that it is bet
ter to serve than to be served. There 
will be adequate recompense. It may 
not come the first of every month, 
and it will probably not be in large 
sums of money, but it will be sure 
and it will be right.

The Psalmist said, “ Delight thy
self also in the Lord; and he shall 
give thee the desires of thine heart. 
Commit thy way unto the Lord; trust 
also in him; and he shall bring it to 
pass”  (Ps. 37:4-5).

This is not just a theory. It is a 
way of life. Loving God and being 
completely committed to Him are 
not simply rules to follow, but a qual
ity of life. Life must not be a matter 
of doing only what we want to do, but 
doing what we ought to do.

There is a song that says:
God is working out His purpose 

He has planned for you and 
me—

Though from us it may be 
hidden,

Some day we shall plainly see
How He stands behind the 

shadows 
Waiting to perform His will.

Whisp’ring “Child, be of good 
courage 

Every promise I ’ll fulfill!”
We can all be happy ministers’ 

wives if we keep our commitment 
constant and current.

Thank God for dirty dishes, With home and health and happiness
They have a tale to tell; We shouldn’t want to fuss,

While other folks go hungry, For by this stack of evidence
We’re eating very well. God’s very good to us.

—Selected
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Preaching Holiness in Revivals
By Harold Volk*

“Do the work of an evangelist. Preach the word."

One evangelist said, “ I do not 
preach on holiness in my revival 
meetings. I try to get people saved. 
If that is a failure on my part, that’s 
just too bad.”

How I sympathize for that man! 
He desperately needs pity for his 
unclear understanding o f G od ’s 
Word, and for his own need for the 
experience of sanctification. Holiness 
must be preached in every revival. 
Why?

First, because it is the grand design 
on which God proposes to cut the 
pattern of our life. He intends for us 
a destiny and a character which 
alone can fit us to enter into His 
own life, and to have a part in His 
great pruposes. As breathless as we 
are today before the changes wrought 
in our circumstances, by the miracles 
science has wrought, they are noth
ing to compare with the transforma
tion God purposes within us by His 
Holy Spirit. Walking on the moon is 
pale and weak compared to walking 
with God in the beauty of holiness, 
which is His declared intention for 
all who will acknowledge Him and 
accept His love: “ He hath chosen us 
in him, before the foundation of the 
world, that we should be holy and 
without blame before him in love” 
(Eph. 1:4).

*Evangelist, retired, Nampa, Ida.

Men have differing and contra
dictory feelings towards the idea of 
being holy before God. The idea for 
some is too much. They mistakenly 
connote it with some who, as we say, 
assume a “ holier than thou”  atti
tude, whose pose suggests a self-con- 
scious piety that prides itself in its 
own virtues, at the same time falling 
far short in charity toward the short
comings of others. To them holiness, 
an attribute of God bestowed upon 
man, lies beyond their thoughts and 
they do not know what to make of it.

Again, the more we come to under
stand true holiness, the more some 
believe such a life is not possible. It 
would be wonderful if we could have 
such an experience, but it is “ too 
good to be true.”  It is like a boy 
practicing high jump. Each time he 
clears the slender pole between the 
uprights someone lifts it up a few 
inches more. It would be great if he 
could jump it, but they have put the 
“ fodder too high” ; it can’ t be 
reached, much less cleared. Then, 
too, it is not only too good, but too 
demanding and too painful to our old 
selves to be true. We would have to 
forsake our darling sins, and we are 
not willing to do so.

Yet we can’t give up the hope that 
we may be meant for such a destiny 
and purity of life. We long to be holy.
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We yearn for a day to come when we 
may become finer, purer, quite dif
ferent than we are.

There are yet others who feel holi
ness is too good not to be true.

Second, to preach holiness is to 
join in with an eminent group of hon
orable and great preachers, soul win
ners who were famous as soul winners 
and preachers of the Bible.

George Fox, founder of the Quaker 
movement, said, “ I was conscious of 
sins forgiven, joy in believing, but I 
found something within me that 
would not keep sweet and patient 
and kind.” John Inskip, A. B. Earle, 
Charles G. Finney, John Wesley, 
Charles Spurgeon, and a host of 
others preached holiness everywhere 
they went.

In the third place, sinners are con
victed and convinced under the 
preaching of holiness. This writer 
has witnessed it many many times in 
over 40 years of evangelistic work. 
Sinners can be converted under the 
preaching of holiness. Not only are 
sinners convicted when holiness is 
preached, but the church is strength
ened and edified.

F in a l ly ,  ho l in ess  s h o u ld  be 
preached in evangelistic meetings be

cause holiness is a requisite for seek
ing God (Heb. 12:14). Christians 
must be made holy, and how can 
they be unless it is preached with 
clarity so they can understand it and 
seek for it?

Yet we can never quite give up the 
hope that we may be created to have 
such a destiny and purity of life and 
heart. We long to think that some 
day we may become quite different— 
finer, purer, truer than we now are.

Holy and blameless we are not, but 
holy and without blame God intends 
for us to be. We are never quite at 
peace until this shall become true for 
us, of us, and in us. This experience 
is not an automatic thing for the 
believer. It is God’s action that 
brings to pass our cleansing and fill
ing with the Holy Spirit.

Man, however, has his part to ful
fill. God does not invade our lives 
without respect for the integrity of 
our will to choose Him above all else. 
Men cannot know all of this unless 
they hear. They must be told, and 
the teller must be sent—the evan
gelist. No honest and responsible 
preacher has the right to withhold 
this truth from people who have ev
ery right to hear it.

The Message of the New Year
I asked the New Year for some message sweet, 
Some rule of life with which to guide my feet;
I asked, and paused. He answered soft and low, 

“ GOD’S WILL TO KN OW .”

“ Will knowledge then suffice, New Year?” I cried; 
And, ere the question into silence died,
The answer came, “ Nay, but remember too— 

GOD’S WILL TO D O .”

Once more I asked, “ Is there no more to tell?”
And once again the answer sweetly fell.
“ Yes! This thing, all other things above—

GOD’ S WILL TO LOVE.”
—Author unknown
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IN THE^STUDY

Seeds for Sermons
January 4—Morning

THE VALUE OF 
THE TWO-WAY LOOK

. . as I was with Moses, so I will be 
with thee: I will not fail thee, nor for
sake thee. Be strong and of a good cour
age”  (Josh. 1:5-6).
I n t r o d u c t i o n :  The month of January on 
the calendar was named for the Roman 
god Janus. He was known as the gate 
god, and an image of him was placed at 
the entrance gate of each city. The rea
son Janus received such honor was be
cause he had two faces. This meant that 
he could see in two directions at the same 
time.

On the first Sunday of January we need 
to take a two-way look so we can have a 
proper appreciation o f the past and a 
bright outlook for the future.

I. T h e  T w o -W a y  L o o k  W i l l  G iv e  U s  t h e  
A s s u r a n c e  o f  H is  P r e s e n c e .  “ A s  I was 
with Moses, so will I be with thee.”  A s 
He accompanied those of the past in do
ing exploits, He lets us know that He will 
be just as near to us as He was to them.

One of the most important pieces of 
equipment for driving our car safely for
ward is the rear-view mirror. It gives us a

by
Mendeli Taylor
Professor of History of 
Christianity, N azarene  
Theological Sem inary, 
K a n sa s  City

chance to observe what is behind us so we 
can determine the procedure for moving 
ahead. In the same measure we need to 
take inventory of what is behind us by 
way of the Lord’s doings so we can move 
forward with full confidence of His ac
companying presence.

II. T h e  T w o -W a y  L o o k  G iv e s  U s  t h e  
A s s u r a n c e  o f  C o n t in u in g  P r o g r e s s .  “ I 
will not fail thee.”  When the Lord is our 
Partner we can make our plans big. “ He 
can do anything but fail.”

One of the favorite water sports today 
is operating a sailboat. This conveys to 
us an important lesson. The spread of the 
sails must be balanced by the ballast on 
board the vessel. If there is too much 
spread of the sails without enough bal
last, the boat topples over. If there is too 
much ballast and not enough spread of 
the sails, there is no progress.

In the spiritual realm the ballast fur
nished by the acts of God in history lets 
us know how broad we can spread our 
sails for future advancement.

III. T h e  T w o -W a y  L o o k  G iv e s  U s  t h e  
A s s u r a n c e  o f  A d e q u a t e  P r o v is io n .  “ Be 
strong and of a good courage.”  The Lord 
has proven again and again that He has 
enough power to make His servants 
irresistible in doing incredible deeds for 
Him, and dauntless in their courage to 
tackle the impossible.

One o f the vital lessons learned from 
looking at the God of Moses, Abraham, 
Isaac, Jacob, Augustine, Luther, Wesley, 
and Bresee is to discover that little is 
much when God is in it. They worked on 
the principle of engaging in the extra
ordinary by letting God be God. As we 
face the future we can say, “ When God 
guides, God provides.”
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C o n c l u s io n : On this first Sunday of the 
New Year let us take inventory of what is 
in our past so we can plan for the future. 
Let us take inventory of our heritage so 
we can pass something invaluable to our 
posterity. Let us focus our attention on 
our hindsight, so we can refine the prior
ities of our foresight.

Evening

BATTERY NOT INCLUDED
“ For God hath not given us the spirit 

o f fear; but of power, and of love, and of 
a sound mind”  (2 Tim. 1:7). 
In t r o d u c t io n : The most frequent sign in 
toyland at Christmastime was: “ battery 
not included.”  The toy looked perfect, 
but it would not function until a battery 
was purchased and installed.

The Lord has made us with a mind and 
body, but they do not function properly 
until a battery of spiritual power is 
added. This impartation of spiritual life 
and power is absolutely necessary if we 
get a proper performance in this business 
of living.

I. W it h o u t  t h e  S p ir it u a l  B a t t e r y  A d d 
e d , W e A r e  V ic t im s  o f  F e a r . T h e  fir s t  u se  
o f  th e  w o r d  “ a fr a id ”  in  th e  B ib le  is G e n . 
3:10. It  s ta r te d  w ith  th e  fir s t  p e rs o n  o n  
th e  e a r th  a n d  h a s  in fe c t e d  e v e r y  p e rs o n  
s in ce  th a t  t im e . W it h  a ll o f  th e  a d v a n c e 
m e n ts  th e  w o r ld  h a s  m a d e  w e  h a v e  n o t  
c o m e  u p  w ith  a s o lu t io n  fo r  th e  p r o b le m  
o f  fea r . T h e  L o r d  c a n n o t  d o  a n y th in g  
w ith  u s as lo n g  as  w e  are  r id d le d  b y  fea rs . 
T h a t ’ s th e  r e a so n  w e  f in d  th e  p h ra se  
“ F ea r  n o t ”  so  o ft e n  in  th e  B ib le .

I I .  W h e n  t h e  S p i r i t u a l  B a t t e r y  Is  
A d d e d , W e  A r e  G iven  P o w e r  t o  M a k e  a 
Go OF L if e . Power to make us equal to 
the demands of life, to the needs that 
confront us, to the problems that befall 
us.
I I I .  W hen  t h e  S pir it u a l  B a t t e r y  Is  
A d d e d , W e  A r e  G iven  t h e  P o w e r  t o  
L o v e . This means that we will use the 
weapon of love in every situation. We will 
owe no man anything but love. All of 
life’s relationships will be controlled by 
love.

IV. W h en  t h e  S p ir it u a l  B a t t e r y  Is 
A d d e d , W e  W il l  H av e  t h e  E q u ip m e n t  of  
P o ss e s sin g  a  S o u n d  M in d . This enables 
us to make proper evaluations, insightful 
interpretations, and meaningful discern
ments. A  divinely ordered, sound mind 
will enable us to rightly divide biblical 
truth, sort out theological truth, and 
accept meaningful ideas.

C o n c l u s io n : Until the battery of spiritual 
power is added to our lives, we are help
less, hopeless, and handicapped. When 
His battery of spiritual power is added, 
we can move in the area which is classi
fied as the majestic, the marvelous, and 
the miraculous.

January 11—Morning

THE BREADTH OF GOD’S LOVE
“ For God so loved the world”  (John 3:16)
In t r o d u c t io n : God’s love is as broad as 
the world is broad, as wide as the world 
is wide. He holds the whole world in His 
hand. He sees everything in the world like 
you see everything in this room. The cir
cumference of His love encircles and 
envelops every person who inhabits this 
globe. There is a song that expresses the 
breadth of God’s love in the words: “ God 
loves all the children of the world, red 
and yellow, black and white.”  Let us take 
a look at the implications o f colors of the 
people included in His love. God loves 
the children of the world who are:

I. R e d  w it h  A n g e r

The physical characteristic of an angry 
person is that he is red in the face. Even 
though one flies off the handle, whittles 
someone down to size, or blows his top, 
the Lord’s love still goes out to that 
person. He still pursues and woos that 
person. He yearns over and invites 
that person to a better way of life. He 
reaches out to help such a person out of 
his miserable plight.

II. Y e l l o w  w it h  C o w a r d ic e

We usually say of a person who is a 
coward that he has a yellow streak up his 
back. This cowardice is also referred to as 
being chickenhearted. The coward is 
always ashamed to take a stand and apol
ogetic about holding an opinion that dif
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fers from someone else. The coward fits in 
with what is expected of him, and pours 
into every mold without taking shape.

God loves this person because He 
wants to give him a rugged conscience 
so that He can rip off a healthy NO and 
make it stick. The Lord wants to see this 
person stand for something, and not fall 
for everything.

III. B l a c k  f r o m  B r u ise s

In today’s world people are battered by 
tragedies, hurts, disappointments, and 
disillusionments which leave them black 
and blue. They are pursued by the Lord 
because He wants to restore their hopes 
ana give them strength to take a new grip 
on life.

IV. W h it e  f r o m  F ea r

When fear strikes a person the color 
goes out of his face, leaving it pale. As 
long as we are tied in knots by fear we 
are weak and anemic. We run from our
selves, from reality, from life. Fear leaves 
the emotions shredded, the will fraction- 
ized, and the mind confused. The Lord 
loves those who are white with fear. He 
lets them know that the cement o f His 
love can mix with the quicksand of their 
will, and something granite-like will de
velop inside them.

C o n c l u s io n : Until we meet the Lord, all 
of us will be plagued by one or more of 
these problem areas. But His love can 
crash through these barriers, and He will 
impart new life to us that will make a 
world of difference— and a different world 
for us to live in.

Evening

NO D EP O SIT—NO RETURN
“ For the wages of sin is death; but the 

gift o f God is eternal life through Jesus 
Christ our Lord”  (Rom. 6:23).
In t r o d u c t io n : Many of the soft drink 
bottles have this inscription written on 
them: NO DEPOSIT—NO RETURN. 
This means that the customer did not put 
a deposit on the bottle when it was pur
chased, so there will be no point in re
turning the bottle— it is of no value.

This slogan gives a vital insight into

life. If we do not make deposits of our 
time, influence, and talents into this 
business of living, then we will have no 
returns, no dividends at the end of life. 
Life’s supreme tragedy is summarized in 
these words: No deposit—no return.

I. One who lives in sin is working for 
wages, as indicated in these words: “ The 
wages of sin . . .”  When you work 
for wages, you get all that is coming to 
you at each payday. You live it up as you 
go. In the same measure, anyone living 
for sin gets all that is coming to him in 
the form of wages at the moment he in
dulges in sinful pursuits. By drawing ev
erything that is coming in this manner, 
there is nothing left but death—to hope, 
to love, to heaven.

Note: There should be a universal 
strike against sin because the wages it 
pays are so low, working hours are so 
long, and the working conditions are so 
unbearable. Will you be a strike leader in 
a movement like this?

II. When one lives for Christ, he keeps 
plowing profits and surpluses back into 
the business of living. He makes so many 
deposits in the daily exchange of living 
that life becomes richer, fuller, more 
exciting all the time. These dividends 
are compounded daily. The amount of re
turn guaranteed in this life is a hundred
fold increase on all deposits made.

III. The biggest return is the bonus that 
comes at the end of this life—which is 
“ eternal life through Jesus Christ our 
Lord”  in the world that is to come. Bv 
making the right deposits now, we can 
reap returns that reach staggering pro
portions. The law of “ sowing and reap
ing”  turns out to be the law of 
“ depositing and reaping”  on a scale that 
far exceeds our fondest dreams.

C o n c l u s io n : Everybody is either living in 
sin and working for wages, or living in 
Christ and daily plowing investments 
back into life. In the first program, we 
end up with nothing. No deposit—no 
return. In the latter, we come out with so 
many compounded dividends that it will 
take an eternity to accumulate all of the 
returns which the Lord bestows upon us 
because we invested all we had in His 
kingdom.
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January 18— Morning

THE LENGTH OF GOD’S LOVE
“ For God so loved . . . that he gave 

his only begotten Son”  (John 3:16).
In t r o d u c t io n : God’s love for the whole 
world goes to any and every possible 
length to reveal itself. He not only 
wanted to tell the world that He loved it, 
but He wanted to show the length He 
would go to to make that love evident.

I. God’s love went the length of giving 
His only Son to become one with us. God 
gift-wrapped His most precious Christ
mas Gift to us in the clay of humanity. 
God reversed the idea that we have of 
showing our love for our sons. We want 
our sons to have it better than we had it 
—better homes, better income, better se
curity, and better standard of living than 
we had. But God let us know His love by 
saying, “ I’ll let M y Son be demoted; I’ll 
let My Son step down; I’ll let M y Son 
have it rough and tough to reveal the 
length of My love.”  The “ delivery room” 
in which God’s Son was born was a dirty 
stable where cattle were kicking up a dust 
storm as they tramped back and forth. 
We want a better place than that for our 
son to be born in. But that’s the way God 
did it to let us know how much He loved 
us.
II. God’s love went the length of letting 
His Son die alone so He could take the 
death penalty from over our heads. When 
a loved one is approaching death, we set 
aside everything to be at his bedside. We 
want to be close by to help. As God’s 
Son was at death’s door, He had to cry 
out: “ Why hast thou forsaken m e?”  He 
died alone for you and me because God’s 
love would go that length to manifest 
itself.

III. God’s love will go the full length that 
stretches from our first sin to our last to 
make sure they are all taken care o f by 
His redeeming power. He does not draw 
a line and say if we are guilty of a cer
tain number o f infractions of His laws we 
will be beyond redemption point. He 
assures us that no matter what the num
ber is, His forgiveness goes the full 
gamut.
C o n c l u s io n : God’s love w e n t  th e  le n g th

of allowing His Son to become poor so 
that we may partake of the riches of God; 
of allowing His Son to become what we 
are, so we can become what He is. He 
was demoted so we can be promoted to 
the level o f becoming the sons of God. He 
stepped down so we can step up to the 
height of coming boldly to the throne of 
grace. All of this evidence proves that 
God’s love is not a theory of the ethereal, 
but a down-to-earth reality.

Evening

TH E “S O S ” OF THE G O SPEL
“ All we like sheep have gone astray; we 

have turned every one to his own way; 
and the Lord hath laid on him the in
iquity of us all”  (Isa. 53:6).
In t r o d u c t io n : “ S O  S” is a symbol in the 
communications world that means Safety 
Or Sorrow. This signal is released when a 
vehicle used for transportation is in dis
tress. It is a sign that sorrow is coming 
to the vessel unless someone comes to its 
rescue. In the spiritual realm our plight is 
one of sorrow and destruction unless we 
are rescued by our wonderful Lord, and 
He becomes our Security now and forever 
more.

I. T h e  S c o p e  o f  S in . “ All we like sheep 
have gone astray.”

The word all indicates the universality 
of sin. It has infected the whole race of 
mankind. “ All have sinned . . .”  Every 
person bom  in our world is a sinner by 
nature, and later becomes a sinner by 
choice and practice. No one can say, “ I 
have never committed a sin.”  The scope 
of sin includes the total population of the 
world.

n .  T h e  S o u r c e  of  S i n . “ We have turned 
every one to his own way.”

Sin entered the world when the original 
parents decided to run their lives instead 
o f following God’s way. When we decide 
to make our own rules, operate our lives 
as we please, and turn to our own way, we 
know the source of sin. In the final 
analysis, sin is selfishness, self-seeking, 
and self-will. Sin always raises the rebel 
flag in the face of the Creator and says: 
“ I’ll run life my way; I’ll do as the whim
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strikes me; I’ ll indulge in what pleases 
me.”

III. T h e  S o l u t io n  of  S in . “ The Lord 
hath laid on him the iniquity of us all.”  

In the midst of our plight and fright, 
we can expect nothing but destruction 
unless a perfect rescue is executed, be
cause He has taken our iniquity on him
self so we can be free from our guilt and 
condemnation. Through His atonement 
in our behalf, we can discover our solu
tion of sin at-one-moment. Our Lord 
allowed sin to break His heart so He 
could tear the heart out of sin, and sin 
cannot break another heart if we will 
accept His finished work in our behalf.

C o n c l u s io n : We are all in the same boat 
as sinners. All is in hopeless confusion 
because each wants to be captain and 
chart his own course. This means that we 
will be off course in our destiny and head
ed for disastrous shoals. Unless we invite 
the Lord to be the Captain in our lives, 
allow Him to run it His way, and say 
without reservation: “ Jesus, Saviour, 
pilot me over life’s tempestuous sea.”

January 25—Morning

TH R EE B A SIC  P R IN CIP LES  
OF H O LIN ESS

“ Who gave himself for us, that he 
might redeem us from all iniquity, and 
purify unto himself a peculiar people, 
zealous of good works”  (Titus 2:14).
In t r o d u c t io n : The three basic principles 
of holiness may be summarized as (1) a 
doctrine to be believed; (2) an experience 
to be received; (3) a life to be lived. This 
means that the doctrinal, experiential, 
and ethical aspects of holiness form an 
interlocking trinity, and it takes all three 
functioning together to do justice to this 
important subject. If these are operative, 
a full-orbed and well-rounded Christian 
life is developed.

I. A  D o c t r in e  t o  B e  B elie v e d
The scriptural foundation for this prop

osition is: “ Who gave himself for us, that 
he might redeem us from all iniquity.” 
The doctrine of the atonement is clearly 
stated in this declaration. Christ, the in

finite Son of God, laid down His life for 
one purpose—to redeem us from all iniq
uity. Christ paid the price in full to 
provide a full salvation that all men can 
be free from all sin. He has made pro
vision to take care of inherited sin as well 
as acquired sin; o f the power of sin as well 
as the pollution of sin; of the sins of evil 
deeds as well as the sins of the disposi
tion. This doctrinal position should be 
believed without reservation.

II. A n  E x p e r ie n c e  t o  B e  R eceived

The scriptural foundation for this prop
osition is: “ Purify unto himself a peculiar 
people.”  The provision of Calvary can be 
personally received as an experience 
when the Holy Spirit purifies us. The 
purpose of Christ’s redemption is to make 
available His miraculous grace that will 
purify our desires and disposition.

III. A  L ife  t o  B e L ived

The scriptural foundation for this is: 
“ Zealous of good works.”  A pure heart 
will thrust us into the world with a con
suming zeal to do the greatest amount 
of good for the largest number of people. 
We will search for ways to be helpful to 
those about us. We will forget ourselves 
as we think in terms of others. We will 
consider those in the Christian commu
nity as brothers, and we cannot spell 
“ brothers”  without spelling “ others.”

Also, when we contact those outside 
the Christian circle, we witness to them, 
encouraging them to make a decision for 
Christ, and we constantly endeavor to 
set an example that will make the Chris
tian way of life attractive.

C o n c l u s io n : If we believe the doctrine of 
holiness, and then receive the experience 
and proceed to live it out in the give-and- 
take o f everyday activity, we will find life 
at its highest and most rewarding level.

Evening

TH E DEPTH OF GOD’S LOVE
“ For God so loved . . . that whosoever 

believeth in him should not perish”  (John 
3:16).
In t r o d u c t io n : This majestic declaration 
lets us know that the Lord does not know
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any incurable sinners. He is able to save 
whosoever will believe—those who go as 
far down as the guttermost, and those as 
high as the uppermost. He is able to 
rescue from perishing the most cannibal
istic savage or the most sophisticated 
aristocrat. He includes the wealthy as 
well as the poverty-stricken in the out
reach of His redeeming love. He can 
handle the case of the cultured moralist 
as well as the vilest sinner. He can reach 
the down-and-out just as effectively as 
the up-and-out.

I. His love reaches as far down as man 
can go into sin. As we watch Jesus travel 
the Calvary road with a cross on His 
back, we see Him stumble and fall to the 
ground. His persecutors prodded Him 
with spear points and ordered Him to get 
on His feet and keep going. He faltered 
again as He tried to stand upright. This 
time, they threw dirt and stones on Him 
to try to force Him to keep going. Can you 
see Him wallowing in the dirt of the road? 
It seems He is trying to say, “ I’m going 
into the cesspool of sin as far as man can 
go. Then I’ ll take hold of his hand and 
lift it high enough, and take hold of God’s 
hand and pull it low enough, and you two 
can shake and become partners in this 
business of living.”

II. His love reaches to the worst person 
He could find to see exactly how it works 
for fallen humanity. “ Exhibit A”  of what 
His redeeming love could do was the thief 
on the cross near to Him. When this 
criminal said: “ Remember me when You 
come into Your kingdom,”  Jesus gave the 
magnificent reply: “ Today you will be 
with Me in paradise.”  When these two 
met before the throne of God, the scruti
nizing eyes of God examined him care
fully, and then the Father said: “ I find 
nothing to condemn you. You are the type 
of person I want to spend an eternity 
with. Enter thou into the joys of thy Lord 
forever.”

Since the redeeming power of Jesus 
worked perfectly on the first one He tried 
it on, who was at the same time the 
worst that He could find, then I know He 
can handle my case too.

III. His love gives every redeemed per
son, regardless of background, the right

to be identified by His family name. He is 
so proud of anyone who believes that He 
lets them be called Christians. This high 
honor can be bestowed upon the one with 
the poorest heredity, blackest sins, and 
most disgraceful record.

C o n c l u sio n : The Lord is no respecter of 
persons. He allows His love to be be
stowed without reservation upon all 
alike. This dimension of His love reminds 
us that His love goes as far down as man 
may sink in sin.

By C. Neil Strait
Pastor, Taylor avenue 
Church of the Nazarene 
Racine, Wis.

Return of the Wanderer
James S. Stewart, in his book, King 

For Ever, has an interesting thought on a 
familiar biblical story—the rich young 
ruler in Mark 10:17-22.

Stewart has a section he calls the “ Re
turn of the Wanderer.”  He finds hope 
for the young man’s salvation in the word 
“ sorrowful,”  in v. 22. And here is the 
thought that put me to thinking: “ . . . a 
man may go away from Jesus sorrowful 
and be haunted and return”  (James S. 
Stewart, King For Ever, Abingdon Press, 
1975).

This is a great thought, too often 
missing when we deal with the rich young 
ruler.

The Spoken Word
Gene Getz, in his book, Sharpening the 

Focus of the Church, points out the 
method of “ spoken word”  by the Early

i m m
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26 The Preacher’s Magazine



Church, and shares these thoughts from 
Acts 4 and 5 (R SV)1:

1. Their message was the Word— 
“ They spoke the word”  (4:1).

2. They spoke the Word with author
ity— “ in the name of Jesus”  (5:40).

3. Their manner o f speaking was with 
“ boldness”  (4:31).

A combination of these ingredients put 
the Early Church on the map. And its 
method has not been improved by m od
ern man.

Words on Witnessing
Here’s a “ starter”  from Phil. 1:2-6 on 

the subject of witnessing. From v. 5 
(T L B )2 here are three thoughts:

1. The witness of the Philippians was 
consistent— “ . . . from the first time you 
heard it until now.”

2. The witness of the Philippians was 
underscored with a confidence—“ be
cause of all your wonderful help in 
making known the Good News about 
Christ.”

3. The witness of the Philippians was 
convincing— “ making known the Good 
News.”

A convincing word, spoken and lived 
out, is a very vital part of witnessing.

God—at the Beginning 
and the End

In Paul’s letter to the Philippians, he 
outlines the Christian’s growth pattern 
from beginning to end, with an emphasis 
on God’s continual presence and work. 
Here is the thought from 1:6, T L B :2

1. God at the beginning— “ God who 
began the good work within you.”

2. God along the way— “ God who be
gan . . . will keep right on helping you 
grow.”

God is our constant help— not only in 
trouble, but in the common things of life. 
And He is helping us grow in grace. It is 
ours to obey and trust, and His to give 
the increase.

3. God at the end— “ God who began 
the good work . . . will keep right on help

1. From the Revised Standard Version o f  the Bi
ble, copyrighted 1946 and 1952.

2. The Living Bible, copyright © 1971, Tyndale 
House Publishers, W heaton, 111. Used by permission.

ing you . . . until his task within you is 
finished on that day when Jesus Christ 
returns.”

It is a great comfort to know that God 
has prepared for our end, as capably as 
He has taken care of our spiritual begin
ning. It is peace to the Christian’s heart, 
and a message he needs to hear more 
often.

More from the Legacy of 
Fletcher Spruce

The late Fletcher Spruce left a rich 
legacy o f inspiration and insight. One of 
his sermons series was entitled “ Kings 
Who Missed the Kingdom.”  I pass along 
the sermon topics which are “ starters” 
for a profitable evangelistic series.

1. King Saul, “ God’s Choice in Satan’s 
Clutches.”

2. King Solomon, “ Wisest Fool Who 
Ever Ruled.”

3. King Belshazzar, “ Monarch With
out a Moral Thermostat.”

4. King Herod, “ More Mighty than 
the Almighty.”

There’s a lot of “ starting”  material in 
these titles.

The Task of Preaching
I close this month with the words of 

Henri J. M. Nouwen, from his book, 
Creative Ministry. They are few, but 
stimulating: “ The task of every preacher 
is to assist men in their ongoing struggle 
of becoming”  (p. 33).

THE UNTRIED YEAR . . .
With mingling trust and hope and fear 
I bid thee welcome, untried year;
The paths before me pause to view; 
Which shall I shun, and which pursue? 
I view thee now with serious eye;
I see dear hopes and treasures fly, 
Behold thee on thy opening wing,
Now grief, now joy, now sorrow bring. 
God grant me grace my course to run, 
With one blest prayer—His will be 

done.
—Selected
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©leanings
from the G re e k ^

1 Cor. 9:19— 10:13
“ Servant”  or “ Slave” ? (9:19)

Paul declared that although he was 
free from domination by any man, yet he 
had made himself “ servant”  to all men, 
“ to win as many as possible”  (NIV). The 
verb douloo means “ make (myself) a 
slave to”  (see Word Meanings, 3:125). So 
probably the better translation here is 
“ slave”  (NASB, NIV).

“ Gain”  or “ Win” ? (9:19)
The verb kerdaino regularly means to 

“ gain,”  in the sense of gaining things. 
“ That I might gain the more”  (NIV) 
would most naturally be thought of as 
gaining more possessions. But with per
sons the correct word is “ win” —“ that I 
might win the more”  (RSV, NASB). This 
applies to vv. 19-22.

“ This”  or “ All” ? (9:23)
“ This”  (KJV) is panta, “ all things.” 

Whatever Paul did was for a definite 
purpose— “ I do all this for the sake of 
the gospel”  (NIV).

The “ Stadium” (9:24)
The Greek word for “ race”  in this pas

sage is stadion, which was taken over 
into English in its Latin form “ stadium.” 
It means “ a stadium, i.e. (1) a measure of 
length equal to 600 Greek feet or one- 
eighth of a Roman mile . . .  and this being 
the length of the Olympic course, (2) a 
race-course: 1 Cor. 9:24”  (A-S). Later it 
came to mean the “ arena . . .  on or in 
which the foot races and other public 
athletic contests were held”  (AG)—which 
is what “ stadium” means now.

“ Striveth for the Mastery” (9:25) 
This is all one word in the Greek, 

agonizomenos. The verb agonizo is used 
here in its literal meaning of “ contend 
for a prize”  (A-S). (It is used metaphor
ically in Col. 1:29; 4:12; 1 Tim. 4:10; 6:12;
2 Tim. 4:7.) Here “ competes in the 
games”  (NASB, NIV) translates the verb 
well.

“ Is temperate”  is better rendered 
“ exercises self-control.”  That is what 
athletes have to do in order to win. And 
that is what Christians must do to win in 
the race of life. The verb egkrateuo is 
found (in N .T.) only here and 7:9.

“ Crown” or “ Wreath” ? (9:25)
The Greek word is stephanos. It does 

not usually mean a royal crown (Greek, 
diadema) but the victor’s crown. This 
was a laurel wreath (NIV) given to the 
one who won in an athletic contest, par
ticularly the Marathon race. Grundmann 
writes: “ Like Philo . . . Paul draws on 
the perishable crown which is given to 
the victor as an award in the games . . . 
and he compares the Christian life to a 
sporting contest. The point of comparison 
is the self-controlled abstinence . . . which 
is practised for the sake of the goal” 
(TDNT, 7:629).

“ Uncertainly” or “ Aimlessly” ? (9:26) 
The adverb adelos (only here in N .T.) 

is compounded o f alpha-negative and 
delos— “ visible, clear.”  While it does 
have the general meaning “ uncertainly,” 
yet “ aimlessly”  fits better in connection 
with a race. Paul is saying that he is 
running “ not aimlessly, i.e., not as one 
who has no fixed goal”  (AG). Changing 
the figure, he says, “ I do not box [p yk - 
teno, only here in N .T .] as a man beating 
the air” —or, shadowboxing.

“ Keep Under” or “ Beat” ? (9:27) 
The verb hypopiazo is found only here 

and in Luke 18:5, where KJV has the very 
weak translation “ weary.”  It literally 
means “ to strike under the eye, give a 
black eye”  (A-S). Thayer defines it: 
“ properly, to beat black and blue, to 
smite so as to cause bruises and livid 
spots.”  Here Paul is saying, “ Like a boxer
I buffet my body, handle it roughly, 
discipline it by hardships” (p. 646). 
Weiss says of Paul: “ He has in view the
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physical mistreatment he has received, 
the scars this has left on his body, the 
hardships to which his body is constantly 
exposed, and the results o f these”  
(TDNT, 8:591).

“ Bring It into Subjection” (9:27)
This is all one word in Greek, doulago- 

go (only here in N .T.). Thayer defines 
this: “ to lead away into slavery, claim as 
one’s slave . . .  to make a slave . . .  to 
treat as a slave, i.e., with severity, to 
subject to stern and rigid discipline.”  The 
simplest translation is “ make it my 
slave”  (NASB, NIV). Paul believed that 
his spirit should dominate his body, not 
vice versa.

A “ Castaway”  or “ Disqualified” ?
(9:27)

The Greek word adokimos means “ re
jected after testing.”  Robertson and 
Plummer comment: “ Manifestly exclu
sion from the contest, as not being quali
fied, is not the meaning; he represents 
himself as running and fighting: It is 
exclusion from the prize that is meant. 
He might prove to be disqualified”  (1 
Cor. ICC, p. 197). For that reason “ dis
qualified for the prize”  (NIV) may be a 
more adequate translation than simply 
“ disqualified”  (RSV, NASB).

Seneca, the pagan philosopher, has a 
passage that is amazingly appropriate to 
these verses of Paul’s. He wrote: “ What 
blows do athletes receive in their faces, 
what blows all over their bodies. Yet they 
bear all the torture from thirst of glory. 
Let us also overcome all things, for our 
reward is not a crown or a palm branch 
or the trumpeter proclaiming silence for 
the announcement o f our name, but 
virtue and strength of mind and peace 
acquired ever after”  (Moral Epistles, 78: 
16). How much greater the Christian’s 
reward in heaven!

“ Play” (10:7)
The verb paizo (from pais, child) orig

inally meant to “ play like a child.”  Then 
it came to mean “ to play, sport, jest; to 
give way to hilarity, especially by joking, 
singing, dancing”  (Thayer).

This is the only place where paizo 
occurs in the New Testament, and it is 
found here in a quotation from the Sep- 
tuagint of Exod. 32:6. Bertram says,

“ There can be no doubt that Exod. 32:19 
refers to cultic dances”  (TDNT, 5:629). 
Similarly Robertson and Plummer write: 
“ The quotation, therefore, indicates an 
idolatrous banquet followed by idolatrous 
sport”  (ICC, 1 Cor. p. 204). So “ play” 
may be “ indulge in pagan revelry”  (NIV).

“ Murmur”  or “ Grumble” ? (10:10) 
The verb gongyzo is an onomatopoetic 

word; that is, its sound suggests its sense. 
The only trouble with “ murmur”  is that 
we use it now of speaking softly, and 
probably the Israelites were not that 
quiet! For this reason “ grumble”  is bet
ter. Both words are onomatopoetic.

“ For Ensamples”  or “ As Types” ?
(10:11)

It is difficult to understand why the 
King James translators adopted “ en
samples”  here in place of the more fam
iliar “ examples”  of v. 6. The noun in v. 6 
is typio, from which we get “ types.”  In v.
11 it is the adverb typicos, “ typically.” 
For this passage Arndt and Gingrich 
suggest, “ typologically, as an example or 
warning, in connection with the typolog
ical interpretation of Scripture.”  For v. 6 
they say for typoi: “ of the types given by 
God as an indication o f the future, in the 
form of persons or things.”  J. J. Lias 
thinks that both “ examples”  and “ types” 
fit well (1 Cor., CGT, p. 113).

A Way to Escape (10:13)
The Greek says ten ekbasin, “ the way 

out.” Robertson and Plummer say this 
means “ the necessary way of escape, the 
one suitable for such a difficulty”  (ICC, 
p. 209).

“ Bear” or “ Bear up Under” ? (10:13) 
The verb hypophero means “ to bear up 

under, to endure patiently.”  Robertson 
and Plummer say: “ Temptation is proba
tion, and God orders the probation in 
such a way ‘that ye may be able to endure 
it’ ”  (ibid.).

Naturalists who claim that 
America’s wildlife is disappearing 
don’t stay up very late at night.
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BY ASA H. SP A R K S
Pastor, Church of the Nazarene 

Vandalia, Ohio

Printing
1. Here’s a printing trick. Paper cut on 

an angle which is larger at the top when 
printed, with a narrow strip down both 
sides of a diagonal line can be folded to 
make a “ w”  beginning Who, What, 
Where, etc.

2. To leave in the door when you call: 
Have your local “ quick-print”  printer 
prepare a 3 x 5 card with the name of 
your church, time of services, plus any 
other pertinent information that you 
want to leave at the door. Leave room for 
a personal note.

3. Prepare four different cards. One

with your church’s return address on it, 
one with your personal return address, 
the visiting card (mentioned above), and 
any other type card that would be of 
value. Have them printed at “ four-up”  
for an economical way o f having return 
reply cards and postcards o f all types.

4. For a unique revival ad, prepare a 
folded card saying on the outside, “ How 
to save money on your electric bill.”  On 
the inside say, “ Turn off your TV  set and 
lights not later than 30 minutes before 
the service and attend revival.”

5. When you are preparing to make a 
series of congregational visits, prepare a 
small card which can be mailed back to 
the church.

6. “ I wish”  cards are simply little 
cards left in the hymnal racks with an “ I 
wish”  on them with the purpose of pick
ing up ideas from the people. They also 
help to protect your hymnals by giving 
children a note card to scribble on.

nn
i

A M O NG  BOOKS
Conducted by the Editor

All books review ed m ay be ordered from  

your Publishing House

Christ and Our Crises
By F. Donald Coggan, Archbishop of 
Canterbury (Word Books, 1975. $2.95.)

The newly elected head o f the Anglican 
Church shares five meditations under 
the book title: The Crises of Fear, Doubt, 
Success, Disillusionment, and Death. It 
is delightfully written and will take only 
a short time to read. It is, however, in
cisively current. An excellent book for a 
gift.

O s c a r  F. R eed

The Making of a Missionary
By J. Herbert Kane (Baker Book House, 
1975. 112 pp., paper, $2.95.)

The content of this book is based on 
selected chapters (1, 2, and 3) from a 
previous book by the same author, Un
derstanding Christian Missions.

In Chapter 1 Kane seeks to correct and 
illuminate certain misconceptions which 
he feels are held by many people regard
ing the current missionary scene. These 
issues relate to the unfinished task of

30 The Preacher's Magazine



missions and the nature of the mission
ary call and the role of the missionary.

Chapter 2 deals with ideal qualifica
tions of missionary personnel and mat
ters regarding adjustments which are 
encountered in a cross-cultural com 
munication of the gospel.

In Chapter 3 Kane provides the reader 
with a contemporary assessment of the 
global missionary enterprise.

This book reflects Kane’s extensive 
knowledge of the missionary enterprise 
and provides clear treatment of issues 
which are of interest to young people who 
are considering a career in the missionary 
vocation.

D o n  O w e n s

A World to Win
Edited by Roger S. Greenway (Baker 
Book House, 1975. 135 pp., paper, $2.95.)

Roger S. Greenway, editor and con
tributor to this timely book, writes, “ One 
of the chief tasks of the pulpit is to re
mind the church continually of her mis
sionary character, to hold before God’s 
people their obligations to the Lord and 
to the world.”  In an effort to inspire and 
provide insights to preachers who want to 
make biblical preaching on missions an 
important aspect of their ministry, six 
missionaries of the Reformed tradition 
have contributed 11 well-written and in
formative sermons to this volume.

There are a variety of themes to be 
found in this book, each serving to re
mind the Church that the missionary en
terprise is biblical, compelling, and 
urgent. It is not a book of “ missionary 
stories,” but practical expository sermons 
designed to help the preacher declare the 
whole counsel of God.

D o n  O w en s

The Four Gospels Arranged 
As a Single Narrative

By Chester Wilkins (Light and Hope 
Publishing House, 1974. Cloth, 250 pp., 
index, $4.95; paper, $3.50.)

Several since T a tion ’ s D ietessaron  
(a .d . 165), scholars have attempted to 
arrange the Gospels into a single nar
rative which synchronizes the life and 
ministry o f Jesus. Chester Wilkins has 
worked hard at this difficult task, and the

result is a smooth-running narrative with 
the contribution of each Gospel woven to
gether into a composite whole. Technical 
details are handled with convenient 
marginal notes indicating references to 
parallel passages. The reader gains a 
grasp o f the sequence of events and a 
clearer picture of the incarnate Christ. A 
unique book, receiving favorable re
sponses from several noted scholars who 
have examined it.

J. M.

All the Divine Names and the 
Titles in the Bible

By Herbert Lockyer (Zondervan, 1975. 
$8.95.)

The book is a unique classification of 
all scriptural designations of the three 
Persons of the Trinity and is an excellent 
resource volume of 350 pages. Starting 
with Elohim (plurality in unity) and 
closing with the names given to the 
Spirit, the work is a valuable addition to 
any minister’s or Bible student’s library.

The bibliography, subject index, and 
scripture index is worth the investment. 
For those who are building resource ma
terials for Bible preaching, this is a must!

O sc a r  F. R eed

Personal Bible Study
By William C. Lincoln (Bethany Fellow
ship, 1975. Paperback.)

Here is an excellent little study for 
those who are at ease under the authority 
of the Bible. It teaches us how to let the 
Bible speak for itself and introduces the 
student to six stepping-stones which ul
timately bring about a proper under
standing o f a given passage. This 
approach to Methodical Inductive Bible 
Study is a beautiful tool to understand
ing the “ how” of Bible study.

O s c a r  F. R eed

The Gospel of John
By James Montgomery Boice (Zonder
van, 1975. $9.95.)

This is the first of a planned five- 
volume exposition of the Gospel of John. 
It represents four years’ preaching from 
the Gospel in the Tenth Presbyterian 
Church in Philadelphia and on the 
nationally-heard radio program, “ The
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Bible Study Hour.”  The expositions run 
from John 1:1 to 4:46-54. Dr. Boice’s 
work is a valuable addition to those who 
are interested in a devotional approach to 
John. The resources for preaching are 
nearly inexhaustible.

O s c a r  F. R eed

Preachers’

WANTED: Complete set of tapes of the 
1974 Conference on Evangelism, or any 
single tapes.—Glenn I. Ford, 402 11th 
Ave., Fairbanks, Alaska 99701.

WANTED: Will pay top price for A 
Serious Call to a Devout and Holy Life, 
by Wm. Law. Also want Casting the Net, 
by C. E. Cornell.—Rodger N. Mayes. 
Rte. 1, Box 64-A, Eagle Springs, N.C. 
27242.

WANTED: Vols. I and II, bound issues of 
Christianity Today. Will pay $40.00 per 
volume— Clayton J. Schletewitz, Sunset 
Wesleyan Church, 400 N. Sunset, La 
Puente, Calif. 91744; (213) 333-6803.
FOR SALE: Preacher’s Magazines, 1941 
to 1966, nearly complete.—Edward J. 
Johnson, Rte. 1, Clearwater, Minn.
55320.
FOR SALE: Old books; The Atonem ent 
in Christ, John Miley, D.D., 1884, exl. 
cond.; The Holy War, John Bunyan 
(1830), leather bound, good cond.; The 
Life of Rev. John Wesley, A.M ., John 
Emory (1853); Cyclopaedia o f M eth 
odism, Matthew Simpson (1878); The 
History of M ethodism, Abel Stevens, 3 
vols. (1858-61).—Eugene R. Burkham- 
mer, Sr., 5003 S. Crockett, Amarillo, Tex. 
79110.

Items for this Exchange may be either W AN TED 
or FOR SALE, but must be confined to old periodi
cals and out-of-print books. All response should be 
directly with the advertiser and not with this office or 
the Nazarene Publishing House. We are glad to ren
der this free service on these terms. This service not 
available to bookstores or laymen.

• The Priorities of Piety
It is easy to be proud of the wrong 
things, ashamed for the wrong rea
sons, and in search of the wrong goals.

• The Healing Care of Persons
Availing himself of the gifts of the Spir
it, the pastor participates in the healing 
work of God.

• Wesley Urges Kindness to Drunkards
As was the case in so many issues, 
John Wesley was ahead of his times in 
his understanding of the problem of 
alcoholism.

• Is Preaching Doctrine Passe?
A preaching program which includes 
indoctrination is a must for the growing 
holiness church.
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AM ONG OURSELVES

It’s our birthday, and the best gift a magazine can re
ceive on its fiftieth anniversary is a list of subscribers like 
ours. Celebrating our anniversary presents an opportunity to 
pay tribute to you. For many reasons, you are very special 
people. You represent a solid base of evangelical, holiness, 
deeply committed Christians. In a time of theological con
fusion, demon worship, and moral laxity, it’s good to know 
you are still there— and being heard more and more. And you 
show us your commitment by your thoughtfulness in re
sponding to this magazine, sometimes with a word of ap
preciation, at other times with a constructive criticism or 
correction. In either case, it suggests you read it. And as you 
well know, the greatest fear of any editor is that his paper 
will be ignored. The readers are either not interested in what 
they read, do not care one way or the other, or worst of all are 
not bothering to read it. You are about as busy as anyone can 
be, but you do take a little time each month to let our efforts 
penetrate into your own life a bit. Some of you even read the 
inside back cover. A special salute to you in this our fiftieth 
birthday.

Yours for souls,



A Study in the 
Thought of Paul

Newness 
of Life
By RICHARD E. HOWARD

“ In this scholarly but eminently practical study of Pauline theology, 
Professor Howard shows how this basic distinction between the indicative 
of grace and the imperative to holiness constitutes the warp and w oof of 
the Pauline gospel and ethic. Drawing upon his doctoral research at 
Harvard University, tested and refined by years in both the pulpit and the 
classroom, the author brings to us a wealth of exegetical insights from the 
Pauline Epistles. His Pauline theology is set within the broader frame of 
biblical theology, as he shows how the apostle’s doctrines of man and 
sin have their roots in Old Testament thought. . . .
“Professor Howard’s conviction is that the Scriptures must be the final 
Arbiter of doctrine. The Bible must be permitted to reshape cherished 
notions and rephrase time-honored cliches. If the message of holiness is 
true, we have nothing to fear but everything to gain from submitting our 
theology to the crucible of honest, rigorous, biblical study such as we have 
in this volume.” WILLIAM M. GREATHOUSE

P resident, N aza ren e  T heological Sem inary

About the author . . .
Over 20 years in the pastoral ministry. . .  graduate degrees from Eastern Nazarene 
College, Boston University, Andover Newton Theological Seminary, and doctoral 
studies at Harvard Divinity School . . . currently Professor o f New Testament 
and Greek, Bethany Nazarene College . . . contributor to B eaco n  Bible C o m 

m entary  and religious periodicals.

268 pages. Cloth board $5.95

STUDIES IN 
BIBLICAL HOLINESS
By DONALD S. METZ

Academ ic dean,
M id -A m e rica  Nazarene 
Cc liege

E s ta b lis h in g  the  fa c t th a t h o lin e ss  is roo ted  in 
th e  a ttr ib u te s  o f God, and th a t m a n 's  need fo r  it 
g row s o u t o f the  fa c t o f sm , Dr. Metz g ives the 
log ica l, e th ica l, and s c r ip tu ra l reasons w hy man 
has an in n e r yea rn ing  fo r  ho liness o f heart. 
S c ru p u lo u s ly  ca re fu l a bo u t d e f in it io n s , the  au 
th o r  d iscusses the  e rro rs  w h ich  have developed 
co n ce rn in g  th e  W esleyan d o c tr in e  o f en tire  
sa n c tif ic a t io n . He e s ta b lishe s  th a t th is  e x p e r i
ence is the  sp ring b oa rd  fo r  u ne n d in g  s p ir itu a l 
g ro w th .

284  pages. Cloth board $4.95

A THEOLOGY 
OF LOVE
By M ILDRED BANGS 
W YN K 00P

P ro fessor o f Theology 
and P h ilo so ph y, Trevecca 
Nazarene College

W hat rea lly  was W esley 's  theo logy?  T h row ing  
aside the  shack les o f n in e te e n th -c e n tu ry  sys 
te m a tic  th e o lo g ica l language, Dr. W ynkoop 's  
th e s is  is th a t love is the  d y n a m ic  o f W esley 's 
teach ings. G od’s grace is a liv e d -o u t, re la tio n a l, 
e xp e rie n tia l, n o n s ta tic  k ind  o f m o ra l in te g r ity . 
A Theology of Love is one o f the  m o s t crea tive  
and ch a lle n g in g  s tu d ie s  o f W esley 's th o u g h t to 
day. I t  is necessary read ing  fo r  anyone in te res ted  
in the  W es leyan -A rm in ian  tra d it io n . A t the  same 
tim e , th e  a u th o r ’ s s ty le  is d e lig h tfu lly  readable .

376 pages. Cloth board $6.95

Even so we also 
should walk in 

newness o f  life. 
Romans 6:4

Available 
from your 
Publishing 

House


